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Mummy homecoming: People of the Kolla
indigenous community participate in a ceremony
following the return of the so-called 'Child of
Chani’, an Inca-era child mummy found frozen in
1905 at nearly 5,900 m on a mountain, in Jujuy
province, Argentina on May 28. The mummy had
been in a Buenos Aires museum for around 120
years.

CHILD OF CHANI

The Kolla People, an Indigenous community living mainly in the Andes Mountains
of Argentina and Bolivia. They participated in a ceremony after the return of an
ancient Inca child mummy known as the “Child of Chani.”

The mummy was discovered in 1905 near the summit of Mount Chani in Argentina
at an altitude of nearly 5,900 metres above sea level. The child belonged to the Inca
Civilization, which flourished in South America before the arrival of the Spanish in
the 16th century.

The child’s body remained naturally preserved for centuries because of the extreme
cold temperatures high in the Andes. Such preserved bodies are called mummies.
Unlike Egyptian mummies, which were artificially preserved using chemicals and
wrapping, these Andean mummies were preserved naturally by freezing conditions,
similar to food being preserved in a freezer.

Historians believe that some Inca children were part of a ritual called Capacocha. In
this ritual, children considered pure or special were ceremonially offered to mountain
gods.

Mountains were sacred in Inca belief because they were thought to control weather,
water, and fertility.

The Inca civilization developed in the Andes Mountains region of western South
America, mainly in present-day Peru, during the 13th to 16th centuries.

The capital of the Inca Empire was Cusco, which was considered the political and
cultural center of the empire.

The Incas built a vast empire called the “Tawantinsuyu,” meaning “Land of Four
Regions.” At its peak, the empire extended across modern Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia,
Chile, and parts of Argentina and Colombia. The ruler of the empire was called the
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“Sapa Inca,” who was treated as the son of the Sun God. The Incas mainly
worshipped the Sun God, known as “Inti.”

e The civilization is famous for its advanced engineering and architecture.

e Despite lacking modern tools, iron technology, or wheeled transport, the Incas built
strong roads, bridges, terraces, and stone buildings.

e Their road network stretched thousands of kilometers across mountains. One of the
best examples of Inca architecture is Machu Picchu, a magnificent hilltop city built
with precisely cut stones that fit together without cement.

Mann Ki Baat: PM praises

athletes, changemakers

He praised Indian sprinters Gurindervir Singh and Animesh Kujur; lauded mango farmers for

reaching global markets; shared story of educator Girija Amma for raising funds for soldiers

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi, in the
134th episode of

Mann Ki Baat on Sunday,
highlighted India’s
achievements in sports,
environmental conserva-
tion, cultural heritage, and
scientific learning, while
urging citizens to continue
contributing towards na-
tion-building through in-
novation, community par-
ticipation, and social
responsibility.

A major highlight of the
address was the Prime Mi-
nister’s praise for Indian
sprinters Gurindervir
Singh and Animesh Kujur,
who delivered historic per-
formances at the Federa-
tion Cup in Ranchi.

During a telephone inte-
raction with the athletes,
Mr. Modi lauded their dedi-
cation and the spirit of
healthy competition that
has helped elevate Indian
athletics.

Mr. Singh recently be-
came India’s fastest man
after clocking a remarkable
10.09 seconds in the 100-
metre sprint, becoming
the first Indian athlete to

=

Q Today, through Mann Ki Baat,
I want to praise my farmer
brothers and sisters involved in

i . mango cultivation. You are not just
ordinary farmers; you are playing a
o significant role in strengthening the
nation’s agricultural economy
NARENDRA MODI
\‘ | Prime Minister

break the 10.10-second
barrier.

Praising mango farmers
Speaking about the sum-
mer season, Mr. Modi said
mangoes remain an insep-
arable part of Indian hou-
seholds and culture. He
praised farmers engaged in
mango cultivation and
highlighted how Indian
mangoes are increasingly
reaching global markets.
“Today, through Mann
Ki Baat, I want to praise my
farmer brothers and sisters
involved in mango cultiva-
tion. You are not just ordin-
ary farmers; you are play-
ing a significant role in
strengthening the nation’s
agricultural economy,” the
Prime Minister said.
Reflecting on his recent
visit to the Netherlands,

the Prime Minister de-
scribed it as a significant
step in strengthening In-
dia’s international partner-
ships. He also spoke about
the return of rare Chola-
era copper plates by the
country, describing them
as invaluable historical
treasures that offer insights
into the maritime strength,
governance, and interna-
tional relations of the Cho-
la empire.

Mr. Modi also under-
lined the importance of en-
vironmental conservation
and highlighted efforts to
protect the endangered
Ganga river dolphin.

He called upon citizens
to actively participate in
preserving  biodiversity
and natural ecosystems.

The Prime Minister
urged people and local ad-

ministrations to remain vi-
gilant during heatwaves
and work collectively to
minimise their impact.

He also appreciated
grassroots initiatives such
as the work of Saji Valashe-
ril in Kerala, who has
trained thousands of peo-
ple, including children
with disabilities, through
swimming programmes.

Astronomy initiatives
Encouraging scientific cu-
riosity among young peo-
ple, Mr. Modi highlighted
astronomy outreach initia-
tives by organisations such
as Astro Kerala, the Banga-
lore Astronomical Society,
and the Big Bang Astrono-
my Club of Rajkot.

He said astronomy has
long fascinated Indians
and can inspire the next
generation of scientists
and innovators.

The Prime Minister con-
cluded by sharing the in-
spiring story of educator
Girija Amma, whose initia-
tive of collecting one rupee
daily from students for sol-
diers raised nearly ¥40
lakh, calling it a shining ex-
ample of patriotism and
collective responsibility to-
wards the nation.

01J6. Mann Ki Baat: PM praises athletes, changemakers

AT Y 19 TUHAT oF @enfEal 3 seara dr aray T aRgar

e He praised Indian sprinters Gurindervir Singh and Animesh Kujur; lauded mango farmers
for reaching global markets; shared the story of educator Girija Amma for raising funds for
soldiers.
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|

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in the 134th episode of Mann Ki Baat on Sunday, highlighted
India’s achievements in sports, environmental conservation, cultural heritage, and scientific
learning, while urging citizens to continue contributing towards nation-building through
innovation, community participation, and social responsibility.

T 71YE AIEY o IATR T 7o Y 1T F 1349 TIAAIS 7 Wor, qATa07 TET0T, W fas
rad 31k danfae Rt & sRa & 3uatsuat 3 3@iferd fFar, arer g AT § FaR,
areIe et 3R arefores foeAer & Aregs & g #HI0T 7 Aererst Sl @e 1 31arE
RaT|

A major highlight of the address was the Prime Minister’s praise for Indian sprinters
Gurindervir Singh and Animesh Kujur, who delivered historic performances at the
Federation Cup in Ranchi.

S8 AT T Ueh THE HTHYOT HRAT erareni TR g 3R rfaadw Fow o genea = gany
& 15 T oY, iegier It 3 3T et F9 7 vfagiiae yesl forar|

Mr. Singh recently became India’s fastest man after clocking a remarkable 10.09 seconds in
the 100-metre sprint, becoming the first Indian athlete to break the 10.10-second barrier.

#t &g g7 &7 7 100 #HeX f&e &7 AER 10.09 VFHE T THT AR AR & Ja9 dof HTdh
o1 31X 10.10 V3 F ITT FHT A5 ATl gt HRAT TAAIC a7 |

Praising mango farmers

TH fRETAT T BT

Reflecting on his recent visit to the Netherlands, the Prime Minister described it as a
significant step in strengthening India’s international partnerships.

ST o 3790 g1feraT wiaTels AT T HRC 1 HAWSET AT T AT e 1 fgam
H Th HEcaquT e H S|

He also spoke about the return of rare Chola-era copper plates by the country, describing

them as invaluable historical treasures that offer insights into the maritime strength,
governance, and international relations of the Chola empire.

3og1oT 2T GART GoreT TSl FTelteT AT Shi T &7 37 3eord fora 3R 35 3n7ew e
ERIER T, ST el WIATSE hT HHLY AT, ATHA T YT 3R HARSET Haeif hr STTTehrdy Sl
gl

Mr. Modi also underlined the importance of environmental conservation and highlighted
efforts to protect the endangered Ganga river dolphin.

A AT = TATEOT TETUT & Hged T 31 SR Feram 3R Heheareet 7o A& Sifethet 1 FR&T
GITET T Y@ifehd R
He also appreciated grassroots initiatives such as the work of Saji Valasheril in Kerala, who

has trained thousands of people, including children with disabilities, through swimming
programmes.

3ogie) S H Aol TATIRE ST T T & FArdT T o T Y, [Segier JUhr FishaAr &
ATCIH W 9T sTat afgd goTRT @iel r ITAefor igar g

Astronomy initiatives

ICOICRCRIGR G

Encouraging scientific curiosity among young people, Mr. Modi highlighted astronomy
outreach initiatives by organisations such as Astro Kerala, the Bangalore Astronomical
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Society, and the Big Bang Astronomy Club of Rajkot.
3T 3 AarTforen Foremre o1 SeaTTee Hee gu ot A o weeY e, e CERNeiffamer
AT, 3R T & T dor vEgiArAY Foe S TEATHT H @l faAeT Feeh agelt @
T@iferd faal

e The Prime Minister concluded by sharing the inspiring story of educator Girija Amma, whose

initiative of collecting one rupee daily from students for soldiers raised nearly 40 lakh, calling
it a shining example of patriotism and collective responsibility towards the nation.

geTAHAT o FRAfSeT RS 3rFAT Y IuTerRIe e s Fd §trch|<igha T FATIT o,
TSreTehr Afrent o fow oml & FTaifeet Teh FAT Tohl hiet oh Tgel & SITSIT T40 AT S[CTU 7T |
3ogiel 38 & o Ul Srrerfehd R Afeeh TFACRT 1 Sooael 3ameor I

The Voice Of 01J6. The Voice of Hind Rajab likely to get ‘A’ certificate
Hind Rajab ‘& 9194 3% e TIe 1 ‘A GaAT0T9H ferer Y Ferre

!l],(ely t.O gEt e The Voice of Hind Rajab, the critically acclaimed 2025 film on the killing of
A certificate the eponymous Palestinian five-year-old by Israeli forces, is set to be cleared by the

Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) with an ‘A’ certificate, official sources
The Hindu Bureau say.

NEW DELHI & ataw 3T fg o, St 2025 T Felerh! ganT weiflid fhes & 31 SRR Tt garr
The Voice of Hind Rajab, gy carzs 6y ey ooy Rmfarechel areely 1 5T OX et &, 39 vy Rvesr smorer &

the critically acclaimed

2025 film on the killing of  (CBFC) ZgRT A’ FHTOTTH T STt T HATTAT §, T IMFRAFIRE FAT ¥ FaT|

the eponymous Palestinian ~ ! S

five-year-old by Israeli forc- e For the film to release, the CBFC will have to issue the certificate on its

es, is set to be cleared by i s .
the Central Board of Film website (a step yet to be completed), and hand over the certificate to the film

P . distributor. {

Certifi (CBFC) with ) ,

als N c;atllfc)igcate, say‘:;;’l- Thed T RelieT & Tl CBEC Y 31941 T, LIIA.“P“)!\.

calsources. w 18 A BT o Evergreen Kohli second oldest
the Kaouther Ben Hania di- . to win PoM award in IPL final

rectorial was rejected for gferar arefr qﬁﬂﬁ' §é’ %’) 3R fhea

supposedly being detri- .

mental to India-lsrael TI¥eh ShT YHTOTTT BIT=AT B’mﬂ

relations.
The misgivings of the in-

itial advisory panel drew

censure from film-makers,

actors, activists and the i

Opposition. 01J6. Evergreen Kohli second
For the film to release, : :

the CBFC will have to issue qldest to win PoM award in IPL

the certificate on its web-  final

site (a step yet to be com-

pleted), and hand over the  GTIBIN hIgell |PL PBISeTel &

corthcae o e fimdis o R | TS
tributor. PoM 3 aTa- m At the age of 37 years and 207 days, Virat Kohli became the second
oldest player to win the Player-of-the-Match award in an Indian
JHACIST i@?ﬂ?f aﬁ Premier League final. Anil Kumble (38y 219d, 4-0-16-4 for Royal

Challengers Bengaluru vs. Deccan Chargers in 2009) remains the
oldest recipient of the award.

e Atthe age of 37 years and 207 days, Virat
Kohli became the second oldest player to win the Player-of-the-Match award in an Indian
Premier League final.

37 a¥ 3i¥ 207 forer iy 317 3 FaTe Figelt ST NAIT ooy Frgeter 7 TR 37w g 7 EFR
S aTel g Tl 3HEST fAeTS) &7 a1v |

e Anil Kumble (38y 219d, 4-0-16-4 for Royal Challengers Bengaluru vs. Deccan Chargers
in 2009) remains the oldest recipient of the award.

Fifarer Faer (38 AW 219 18, 2009 # Warer YA AT STA1H 3FFeT ATSIH o [WelTh 4-0-16-4)
3 3 3T TEPR & FIH SHS [aoiell 54 gU L
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PRODIGY
15-year-old Sooryavanshi the 01J6. 15-year-old Sooryavanshi the
. youngest to clinch Orange Cap
youngest to clinch Orange Cap 15 et skeh afior & shert e
a1 f@arst s

e Rajasthan Royals opener Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi became the youngest player to clinch
the IPL Orange Cap.

TSTEATT TIeH o 3N dora gaeh IPL AT H9
et aTer Fery gaT f@elmsY &1 arv|

e The 15-year-old amassed 776 runs (one
century and five half-centuries) in 16 innings to walk
home with the prize.

Rajasthan Royals opener Vaibhav Sooryavanshi became the g 15 TofT @arEr S 16 QTﬁTﬂ' F776 T ST ﬁmﬁ'
youngest player to clinch the IPL Orange Cap. The 15-year-old ) '
amassed 776 runs (one century and five half-centuries) in 16 innings Th Aqdh 3-ﬁT g 3-{?.?[ Aqdh Qﬂﬁ'ﬂ' QT, 3-ﬁ'1' 3’@' & arr

to walk home with the prize. Gujarat Titans’ Shubman Gill and Sai <\ ) E
Sudharsan were in contention but fell for low scores in the final. 3egldd dg ':-',’{MN ATH I

IPLT20.COM
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Royal Challengers retain title with a regal display

PL19

AHMEDABAD

oyal Challengers

nant IPL 2026 campaign
with a crushing five-wicket
victory over Gujarat Titans
in the final here on Sunday,
sealing the title with the
same authority it had
shown the season.

RCB had set the stan-
dard from the opening
weeks of the tournament,
and reserved its best for
the biggest night.

For a side considered fa-
vourite, the season ended
in fitting fashion - as
champion for the second
successive year.

The RCB bowlers set the
tone early at the Narendra
Modi Stadium, relentlessly
hitting hard lengths to
strangle GT. A sub-par 155
for eight was never likely to
be enough to seriously test
a power-packed RCB bat-
ting line-up.

Stark contrast

That gulf in intent was evi-
dent when Virat Kohli (75
n.o., 42b, 9x4, 3x6) and
Venkatesh lyer (32, 16b,
4x4, 2x6) came out attack-
ing, in stark contrast to
GT's muddled innings. The
pair took on Mohammed
Siraj and Kagiso Rabada,
powering RCB to 70 for
two in the PowerPlay.

With the required rate
dropping to 6.14, GT was
left to play catch up.

Rashid Khan briefly
raised hopes when he dis-
missed Rajat Patidar and
Krunal Pandya in the ninth
over, but with Kohli still
around, RCB remained in
control.

RCB capped a memora-
ble campaign in emphatic
fashion, crossing the line
with 12 balls to spare. The
90,000-0dd crowd, with
RCB jerseys in the majori-
ty, erupted as Kohli
launched Arshad Khan in-
to the sky.

Patidar’s decision to
field first was vindicated,

tiveris 2 Rasi

as GT never quite found
room to breathe.

After the RCB pacers
struck early, left-arm spin-
ner Krunal tightened the
grip with subtle changes of
pace and trajectory.

Only Washington Sun-
dar escaped the choke-

5: the bowlers restrict Titans to 153

th t successful RCB bowler while Hazlcwood pickedup a
couple before the ncs openers \lenlv.atesh and Kohli came out swinging. KR. DEEPAX & VUAY SONEJ

hold. His unbeaten 50
(37b, 5x4) was an innings
of resistance, but it was a
lone hand in a line-up that
never settled.

Shubman Gill's men ap-
peared wary of RCB's pace
attack from the outset. In-
tent gave way to preserva-

tion, and preservalion
soon became pam]
Introduced in the third
over, Josh Hazlewood re-
moved Gill with a length
ball. Sai Sudharsan fol-
lowed soon after,
while attempting to hook
Bhuvneshwar Kumar. With

SCOREBOARD
v

GUJARAT TITANS
Sai Sudharsan c Jitesh b
Bhuvneshwar 12 (12b, 2x4),
Shubman Gill ¢ Patidar b
Hazlewood 10 (8b, 2x4), Nishant
Sindhu c Padikkal b Rasikh 20
(18b, 3x4), Jos Buttler st. Jitesh b
Krunal 19 (23b, 1x4), Washington
Sundar (not out) 50 (37b, 5x4),
Arshad Khan c Rasikh b
Hazlewood 15 (6b, 2x6), Rahul
Tewatia c Patidar bRasikh 7 (sb,
1x4), Jason Hoider ¢ Hazlewood b
Bhuvneshwar 7 (5b, 1), Rashid
Khan ¢ Shepherd b Rasikh 7 (3b,
146), Kagiso Rabada (not out) 3
(3b); Extras (Ib-1, w-4): 5; Total
(for eight wkts. in 20 overs): 155.

FALL OF WICKETS
122 (Gill, 2.2 overs), 2-26 (Sai
Sudharsan, 3.4), 3-55 (Nishant,
7.6),4-73 (Buttler, 12.1), 599
(Arshad, 14.1), 6-115 (Tewatia,

Composure of

5 for eight after Patidar asks them to take first strike; Washington wages a lone battle for Gill's men

Honours board

Rasikh 4-0-27-3, Krunal 4-0-23-1. e —

ROYAL CHALLENGERS the gu..vs 008 M
Venkatesh lyer (Impact Player jUSt shone 2009 | Deccan Chargers
for Dutiy)  Rabadalh ks 32 2010 | Chennai Super Kings
(166, 44, 2x6),Virat Kohii (not through: Kohli | Cheinal suoee Nig:
out) 75 (42b, 9x4, 3x6), Devdutt ot 2011 | Chennai Super Kings
Padikkal cArshad bRabada 1 2012 | Kolkata Knight Riders
(4b), Rajat Patidar ¢ Rabada b Yy
R,SM 15(135, 1x4, 1x6), Krunal  Ashwin Achal 2013 | Mumbai Indians

dy: 1(2),Tim Z 2014 | Kolkata Knight Riders
Davnﬂ Buttler b Arshad 24 (175, e e
2u4, 16, Jtesh Sharma (notout) At this very venue last year, o | Humbaiindians
11(145, 1ng) Extras (b-1,w-1): 2, Virat Kohli sunk to the 2016 | Sunvisers Hyderabad
Total (forfive whts.in180vers):  ground and heldback tears 2017 | Mumbai Indians

when Royal Challengers 2018 | Chennai Super

FALL OF WICKETS
162 (Venkatesh, 4.3), 2-63
(Padikkal, 5.1), 3-69 (Patidar, 8.2),
491 (Krunal, 8.5), 5-132 (David,
136),

NG

Bengaluru broke a long
drought to clinch its mai-
den IPL trophy.

On Sunday, Kohli was
far less

Siraj 4-0-36-1, Rabada 3-0-44-1,
Holder 20-16-0, Rashid 4:0-25-2,

16.1), 7-142 (Holder, 18.3), 8-151
(Rashid, 19.2). Player for Tewatia) 1070,
RCB BOWLING. Toss: RCB; PoM: Kohli.
y RCBwon by with two
40292, Hazlewood 4-0-37-2, overs to spore.

Impact Index

RCB is the third team,

after CSK and M, to suc-
cesshully defend its title

Kohli has the most scores

ol 50 morein 120 finals
2 3RCBsmlslhe

fastest in  final.

CSK (4 overs in 2023) held
the previous record

For the ninth consecu-
tive season, the winner
of Qualifier 1 has gane on
tolift the title. Overall,
the record is 13 (out of 16)
since the playoffs format
was introduced in 2011

2 5 Kohli's quickest
half-century (by
balls faced) in the IPL

Rabada (2020, 2026)

is the fourth player to
win the Purple Cap twice
after Bravo (2013, 2015)
Bhuvneshwar (2016, 2017)
and Harshal (2021, 2024)

2 Patidar has taken
the least matches

by a captain to win two

crowns (Rohit 44, Dhoni 59,

Gambhir 79)

RCB successfully defended
the title. There was no no-
velty to celebrate this year,
just the satisfaction of a
thorough professional get-
ting the job done.

Kohli was clinical with
the bat, striking an unbea-
ten 42-ball 75 to lead the
RCB chase.

His confidence reflected
the feeling in a team which
stayed ahead of the pack
right from the early phase
of the competition.

“It doesn't feel like the
same pressure as last year.
We knew what kind of abil-
ity we have in the group.
We topped the table.
There’s a reason why we
got here first. The skill sets
we have, the maturity, the

4 Patidar is the
K kipper to win

T 5 highest unbeaten

two or more titles after
Dhoni (5), Rohit (5) and
Gambhir (2)

chase in 3 final after Watson's
117n.0.vs. SRHin 2018

Compiled by ANIRUDH VELAMUR

of the guys just
shone through again to-
night,” Kohli said after the
win.

RCB's excellent cam-
palgn had hmged on handy
from several

its two premier batters
back in the pavilion inside
four overs, GT retreated.

‘The promotion of Nish-
ant Sindhu to No. 3 under-
lined the mood. Tasked
with blunting the new ball,
Sindhu could not shift mo-
mentum, and the move on-
ly strengthened RCB's
control.

GT went nearly seven
overs after the PowerPlay
without a boundary. Jos
Buttler, usually quick to
change gears, crawled at
under a run-a-ball. When

T Feierd F ) vl & a1 fRAae RawR) @r

he finally tried to acceler-
ate, Krunal outfoxed him
with a quicker delivery and
Jitesh Sharma did the rest.

Even the death overs
brought little relief. Wash-
ington alone kept the sco-
reboard moving.

Lucky break
Dropped by substitute Jor-
dan Cox on four,
dragged GT to a total that
kept faint hope alive.

That hope vanished
quickly once Kohli and
Venkatesh came out to bat.

members of the squad, a
shift from the star-driven
ethos in past teams.

“We have a group of
guys where you don’t need
to be the one to step up ev-
ery time. There are guys
behind you, around you,
who can win games. We
have so many ‘Player-of-
the-Match' awards spread
throughout the group. 1
feel so happy to play in a
group where we have ba-
lance. We are an all-round
strong team, and that is
why we have confidence
on the field,” Kohli said.

201
2020
2021
2022
202
2024

Mumbai Indians
Mumbai Indians

Chennai Super Kings

Gujarat Titans

Chennai Super Kings
Kolkata Knight Riders
Royal Challengers
Bengalury

Royal Challengers
Bengaluru

GT)
B88:3/28 Econ:

-

Best on show
Most Valuable Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi (RR); Orange Cap:
Sooryavanshi; Purple Cap:
Kagiso Rabada (GT); Emerging.
player: Sooryavanshi; Super
striker (highest SR):
Sooryavanshi; Most sixes:
Sooryavanshi; Most fours: Sai
Sudharsan (GT); Most dot balls:
Mohammed Siraj (GT); Catch of
the season: Manish Pandey
(KKR); Fairplay: Punjab Kings

The RCB bowlers set the tone early at the Narendra Modi Stadium, relentlessly hitting hard
lengths to strangle GT.

RCB & dieaToil =1 a¥g el Fef3aa & YB3i1d § &1 T ofY Ieelloll X GT Y &alrd H sTef |
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Satwik-Chirag win Singapore Open,
end their two-year title drought

The premier Indian men’s doubles team bounces back to defeat Indonesia’s Alfian and Fikri for its first crown since the 2024 Thailand Open

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
SINGAPORE

atwiksairaj  Ranki-
Sreddy and Chirag

Shetty fought back
from a game down to
clinch their maiden Singa-
pore Open title, defeating
Indonesia’s Fajar Alfian
and Muhammad Shohibul
Fikri in the men’s doubles
final of the BWF Super 750
badminton tournament,
here on Sunday.

The Asian Games and
Commonwealth ~ Games
champions produced a
gritty comeback to secure
their first title in two years
and their ninth career
World Tour crown, besides

claiming a third Super 750
title, with a tense 18-21, 21-
17, 21-16 win in 73 minutes.

The victory was particu-
larly significant for the
World No. 4 Indian duo,
who became the first In-
dians to win the doubles
title at the Singapore Open.

Satwik and Chirag had
last lifted a trophy at the
Thailand Open in 2024.
Since then, they had
reached four finals but fin-
ished runner-up on each
occasion before finally
breaking the drought here.

The Indians had entered
the final trailing 12 in their
head-to-head record
against the Indonesian
pair, with their most recent
defeat coming in the Ma-
laysia Open quarterfinals
in January.

After dropping a closely-
fought opening game, Sat-
wik and Chirag raised their
intensity and dominated
the longer rallies to turn
the contest around against
the World No. 3
Indonesians.

The triumph capped an
impressive week for the In-
dian pair, who had
stunned reigning World
champions and top seeds
Kim Won Ho and Seo
Seung Jae of South Korea in
the semifinals.

As the winning point
was sealed, Satwik and
Chirag lay flat on the court
in celebration. Satwik fol-
lowed it up with a baby-
themed celebration, while
an ecstatic Chirag let out a
loud roar before leaping
onto his partner.

The duo later danced on
court as they savoured a
long-awaited return to the
top step on the podium.

“Two years... we knew
for a fact that eventually
the win will come. We had
that belief and it was just a
matter of time and finally
we got it,” said Chirag.

Other results (finals):
Men: Alex Lanier (Fra) bt Loh
Kean Yew (Sgp) 17-21, 21-15,
21-14.

Women: An Se-young (Kor) bt
Akane Yamaguchi (Jpn) 21-11,
17-21,21-19.

Doubles: Jia Yifan & Zhang
Shuxian (Chn) bt Liu Shengshu &
Tan Ning (Chn) 22-20, 21-19.
Mixed doubles:

Mathias Christiansen & Alexandra
Boje (Den) bt Yuichi Shimogami &
Sayaka Hobara 17-21, 21-12,
2-12.

Victory dance: Satwik and Chirag are over the moon after their
comeback win. BWF/BADMINTON PHOTO

01J6. Satwik-Chirag win Singapore Open, end their two-year title drought
qrfcae-fRmT & RAaTqR sitger Sfiar, &Y arer &1 f@dqrE gan gaAred

e The premier Indian men’s doubles team bounces back to defeat Indonesia’s Alfian and Fikri
for its first crown since the 2024 Thailand Open.

T T JIE o aTel SIS o ATIE HY §U SR & rfenane 31 el bl g 2024
ur§els 39T 3 aTE 37T TE AT S|

e Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty fought back from a game down to clinch their
maiden Singapore Open title, defeating Indonesia’s Fajar Alfian and Muhammad Shohibul
Fikri in the men’s doubles final of the BWF Super 750 badminton tournament, here on
Sunday.

ATt ThREEN 3R Rmr A 7 v 1A A Tose & 91 ATFeR ATl i gu Faar
HT BWF g9 750 S5THe gollie & JoW aTel Hiselol 3 SS1a121T o HerR A fewar 3K
HewHe MTRTer ol 1 EHT 39T Tl FRAYY 319 AT i

e The Asian Games and Commonwealth Games champions produced a gritty comeback to

secure their first title in two years and their ninth career World Tour crown, besides claiming a
third Super 750 title, with a tense 18-21, 21-17, 21-16 win in 73 minutes.

TR Telt 3R FiAeded AFE & AT 80 HRAT ST o T o FHYd gu ar ast 7
39T g Te&Te 3R HRET 7 AtdT o8 T AT Siar, JrY &1 AR guR 750 T&dre o g1fder
5Tl 3ogie 73 fAeTe & 18-21, 21-17, 21-16 A Shd g1 1|

e The victory was particularly significant for the World No. 4 Indian duo, who became the first
Indians to win the doubles title at the Singapore Open.

Ig S fared Aa¥ 4 TRCAT SISt & fov faQ &9 & Ageaqo €, Fife d [{ImgR 3iget 7 Farer
TEaTe Sfdet aTel Ugel AR Ja1 |

e Satwik and Chirag had last lifted a trophy at the Thailand Open in 2024.
Hrfcaen 3R FORTeT o 3nFET SR 2024 7 USels 309+ &1 Tare Siar &
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Women’s relay gold caps India’s strong
campaign in Asian u-20 Championships

ATHLETICS

é@rts !ureau

India ended the Asian un-
der20 Athletics Cham-
pionships in Hong Kong
with another gold as its wo-
men’s 4x400m relay team
set a meet record on the fi-
nal day on Sunday.

The quartet of Bhumika
Sanjay Nehate, Tahura
Khatun, Sehnoor Bawa
and Neeru Pathak clocked
3:38.07 to finish ahead of
Kazakhstan, which took sil-
ver in 3:43.63.

Host Hong Kong

Good showing: India’s men’s 4x400m team of Ranjith, Sayed,

Ashfaq, and Piyush took bronze in 3:05.54. Al

Mogali won gold in men’s
800m. AFI

claimed bronze in 3:49.94.

India added another re-
lay medal soon after, with
the men’s 4x400m team of
Piyush Raj, Sayed Sabeer,
Ranjith Kumar S. and Mo-
hammed Ashfaq taking
bronze in 3:05.54.

China won gold in

Muskan topped the women’s
5000m. AFl

3:04.88, while Qatar fin-
ished second in 3:05.06.

Earlier in the day, Ven-
katram Reddy Mogali won
gold in the men’s 800m
with a personal best of
1:48.27.

Muskan had also topped
the women’s 5000m in

Nishchay claimed silver in the
men’s discus throw. AF|

16:53.08, while Nishchay
claimed silver in the men’s
discus throw with a perso-
nal best of 60.10m.

The final-day medals
capped a strong campaign
for the Indian contingent
at the continental junior
meet.

01J6. Women'’s relay gold caps India’s strong campaign in Asian U-20
Championships

Afgem Rer Faot & vfirans 37s7-20 ARTwfT 7 e & aerer fdamer Ft gFeae
T

e India ended the Asian Under-20 Athletics Championships in Hong Kong with another gold
as its women’s 4x400m relay team set a meet record on the final day on Sunday.

R o TR Y T feoT Afgremait Sr 4x400 e e o1 ggRT e Reprs 1t g FHIHIT
#H 3T oS 31sT-20 vyeifeaw AR w1 game e 3R Tt e & @y fRa

e The quartet of Bhumika Sanjay Nehate, Tahura Khatun, Sehnoor Bawa and Neeru
Pathak clocked 3:38.07 to finish ahead of Kazakhstan, which took silver in 3:43.63.

aﬁwmm,a@w,mwaﬂ?mmﬁmﬁs:s&m FT AT ARTAR
FATGEAT T OIS BT, ST 3:43.63 & AT Io7d Ueeh S|

e Host Hong Kong claimed bronze in 3:49.94.
ASTETA RIHI F 3:49.94 T AT F Y HITT Ucoh gl [T

¢ India added another relay medal soon after, with the men’s 4x400m team of Piyush Raj,
Sayed Sabeer, Ranjith Kumar S. and Mohammed Ashfaq taking bronze in 3:05.54.
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S8 i d1G R of Ueh 3iR Ret deen Si1sT, Sia gt 7 4x400 FHiet 9 & Rgw 1, $g

R, T FAR TH. 3R AGFAG IABTF =1 3:05.54 & THY o A HIEY Teeh S|
China won gold in 3:04.88, while Qatar finished second in 3:05.06.

et 1 3:04.88 & THY o TY TAUT U&eh ST, STelfeh Ha 3:05.06 & AL GER TUTA T TET|
Earlier in the day, Venkatram Reddy Mogali won gold in the men’s 800m with a personal

best of 1:48.27.

SaY U [T A FhereT YgS Arelt o7 ot T 800 #He &l # 1:48.27 o cAfFAIT FAATS

AT & AT TJUT 9&eh STl
Muskan had also topped the women’s 5000m in 16:53.08.
HEHT o 81 AfGe3i T 5000 HieY &g 7 16:53.08 & HHY & TTY Ygell TUTT gTidiel foha|

While Nishchay claimed silver in the men’s discus throw with a personal best of 60.10m.

e forea o gt Y f3wha Ut w9l 7 60.10 HieX & SATFAIT FIATS Y&l & HIY Toid Ueeh

S|
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The majoritarian shadow over Adivasi identity, faith

feard ggee 3R ITEYT N SgHETHATG Y ST

The majoritarian shadow over Adivasi identity, faith
4GS I Society

ast week, the Janjati Suraksha Manch

(JSM) and Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, both

Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS)

progeny, held a conclave in Delhi —
“Janjati Sanskritik Samagam” — attended by
thousands of Adivasis from across the country
The stated occasion was the 150th anniversary of
legendary hero Birsa Munda. In the vote of
thanks, the organisers acknowledged the
extensive official machinery behind the gathering
— from the Railway Ministry to Union Ministers,
Chief Ministers, and senior officials. With Union
Home Minister Amit Shah as the chief guest, the
event was effectively semi-official. This is
precisely why the speeches, demands raised, and
the Home Minister’s response deserve far closer
scrutiny than an ostensibly cultural gathering
would normally invite.

The JSM's core agenda against Christian
conversions is well known, its main demand
being the delisting of all Adivasi communities that
have converted to Christianity and the stripping
of their constitutional and legal protections on
the grounds that they no longer subscribe to
Adivasi beliefs. The organisation has run violent
campaigns in several States in central India,
particularly Chhattisgarh, targeting Adivasi
families who have converted to Christianity —
campaigns that have gone so far as the forcible
exhumation of bodies from graves on privately
owned land belonging to Christian Adivasis in
tribal villages. In February this year, in a case
pending before the Supreme Court of India, the
Court issued interim orders restraining such
exhumations. Yet, these incidents continue under
the patronage of Bharatiya Janata Party State
governments.

A foundational distinction

At the conclave, the demand for delisting was
framed with reference to the recent Court
judgment upholding the Presidential Order of
1950, which holds that persons belonging to
Scheduled Castes (SC) who profess a religion
“other than Hinduism” do not qualify for
constitutional or legal benefits meant for SCs. The
JSM’s demand is that this principle be extended
to Scheduled Tribes (ST) — a move that would
require removing what one of its leaders
described as “a weakness in the Constitution.”
‘What the JSM considers a weakness is, in fact, a
foundational distinction: unlike in the case of
SCs, neither the Constitution of India nor the law
links the identity of STs to religion.

On the conclave stage, alongside portraits of
Birsa Munda and a Hinduised image of “Bharat
Mata”, was a portrait of the late Kartik Oraon - a
Congress Member of Parliament who once filed a
petition challenging the candidature of two
members of the Oraon community from an
ST-reserved seat on the grounds that they were
Christians. The Patna High Court, in its ruling in

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

Brinda Karat

Senior leader

of the CPI(M)

Majoritarian
politics seeks to
reshape Adivasi
identity

and rights

1963, rejected his petition categorically, holding
that “tribal identity is not religion-based,” that it
rests on ethnic and community kinship ties, and
that “an Oraon remains an Oraon” regardless of
whether he is Hindu, Christian, or Buddhist. The
High Court further observed that, by and large,
converted Adivasis continued to participate in
community festivals and celebrations, and joined
others in raising concerns common to all Adivasi
communities. This judgment remains the
governing legal precedent. The JSM seeks to
overturn it, and its method for doing so is
chillingly cruel: isolating converted families,
forcibly preventing them from attending
community festivals, and then using that
coercively imposed exclusion as proof that
converts have abandoned Adivasi culture,
promoting their expulsion from traditional gram
sabhas. Exclusion is engineered, then presented
as evidence.

A campaign of cooption

Simultaneously, the JSM has been pushing the
assertion that Adivasis belong to the broader
“sanatan parivar”. At the conclave, the
organisation’s national convenor declared: “They
say Adivasis are not Hindus. What is this game?
We are Ram’s children — this is a conspiracy
against us.” Another leader proclaimed that
“Adivasis exist in the shade of the great tree of
Sanatan”. The nature of the JSM’s “ghar wapasi
(homecoming”) for converts is unambiguous —
functions marked not with Adivasi symbols but
those of Hindutva. In the JSM’s worldview,
Adivasis are “vanvasis” — forest dwellers defined
by their service to Lord Ram, subordinate to
upper-caste deities, and redeemable only through
their blessings. The building of temples with
Hindu idols in tribal villages, the rebranding of
local deities as forms of Vishnu, Shiva or Durga,
and the installation of Hanuman idols at village
entry points are all part of this hegemonic
cooption campaign.

Adivasis are fully entitled to choose their
religion under Article 25 of the Constitution,
which guarantees freedom of conscience and
religion. There are laws, some quite draconian, to
deal with conversions which are “fraudulent”.
Adivasis may choose to be Hindu, Christian, or of
any other faith. But whether an Adivasi worships
Ram or Jesus has no bearing on their identity as
an Adivasi; this is a fundamental constitutional
principle. What cannot be accepted is the
distortion of this principle to suggest that an
Adivasi who worships Ram is expressing Adivasi
culture, while one who worships Jesus is
betraying it. Adivasis have long demanded formal
recognition of the distinctiveness of their beliefs,
of their worship of nature, their animist traditions
and practices. The Jharkhand Legislative
Assembly, for instance, adopted a resolution
calling for a separate column in the Census
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enumeration of religion for Adivasis to register
their own beliefs, a demand reiterated by Adivasi
intellectuals and numerous organisations across
the country. But this has been unfairly ignored by
the government, insulting Adivasi faith.

The urgent issues Adivasis face

It is this majoritarian agenda that Mr. Amit Shah
endorsed going even further by describing the
JSM’s campaign as a contemporary “Ulgulan
Birsa Munda'’s Ulgulan was a revolt against
colonial rule — and notably, he broke with
Christian missionaries precisely because he saw
them as instruments of that rule. Mr. Shah’s
political lineage, by contrast, never fought the
British — it compromised with them. To invoke
hero Birsa’s name and the historic Ulgalan to
legitimise a sectarian campaign against converted
Adivasis is a grave betrayal of his legacy. Mr. Shah
also declared that sanatanis too are nature
worshippers, and that jal, jangal, pahad (water,
forests, mountains) “is the centre of our beliefs”.

His words ring hollow. Even as Mr. Shah spoke,
tribal communities in Sijimali and Rayagada in
0disha were fighting to save their sacred
mountain from bauxite mining operations
approved by his own government. In the Hasdeo
region of Chhattisgarh, thousands of Adivasis
have spent years fighting against their forests
being handed over to private mining companies —
forests that were previously declared a “no-go
zone,” until the current regime decided
otherwise. Lakhs of trees have been felled against
the decisions of the gram sabhas, among them
the sal and karam, the sacred trees around which
Adivasi festivals and rituals are organised. The
nature worshippers in Delhi have been
remarkably efficient destroyers of nature.

The urgent issues before Adivasis are the
sabotage of the Forest Rights Act, the virtual
elimination of the rights of the gram sabha, the
subversion of the Panchayat (Extension to
Scheduled Areas), or PESA, the huge backlog in
employment in reserved posts, the pathetic
condition of Adivasi student hostels and arrears
in scholarship payments, and the continuing lack
of civic and health facilities in Adivasi areas, to
name a few. And through all of this - not once,
not in a single instance — has the JSM raised its
voice in defence of Adivasi rights against
government-enabled corporate takeovers of jal,
Jjangal, and zameen. On the contrary, by splitting
Adivasi communities along religious lines, it has
served the interests of the very companies that
are dispossessing them. Dividing the dispossessed
is, after all, the oldest trick in the book.

For those committed to the defence of Adivasi
rights, the JSM gathering and the Home Minister’s
endorsement are indications of the challenges
ahead, which can and must be met by the united
will of Adivasi resistance and democratic forces in
the spirit of the great Adivasi heroes.
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01J6. The majoritarian shadow over Adivasi identity, faith

JrfeardY gEEe 3 ITEYT W TgHETRATE A ST

Last week, the Janjati Suraksha Manch (JSM) and Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, both
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) progeny, held a conclave in Delhi — “Janjati
Sanskritik Samagam” — attended by thousands of Adivasis from across the country.

oo wears, Serenfa FeaT #a (JSM) 3R aerard Femor 3T, Y Al TET FaEATF 69
(RSS) & HIGH WIS §, A el #F “Srerantar e fas garE” aHs v geaed Jmfaa
foram, et dean @ ot snfeanfaat & swer form)

The stated occasion was the 150th anniversary of legendary hero Birsa Munda.

S 3TTISTeT T BN 3aET AT faaT Hat v 1504 STt |

The JSM’s core agenda against Christian conversions is well known, its main demand being
the delisting of all Adivasi communities that have converted to Christianity and the stripping of
their constitutional and legal protections on the grounds that they no longer subscribe to
Adivasi beliefs.

JISM T $8TS UHITIOT o faeets HE Totst gafafed &, fSraeht veg@ #ior Ig & foh $ars ered
39T aTer Tl 3feare Heperat st Yellaeys STaroniaal i Aof & a1ex fohar Sire g2 78 wgd
BT 3ofeh HAUTTA 3R HIeT FETOT FATCA T ST o & 3167 JHMTEITE AT ATHT T qTeief T
FIA|

The organisation has run violent campaigns in several States in central India, particularly
Chhattisgarh, targeting Adivasi families who have converted to Christianity — campaigns
that have gone so far as the forcible exhumation of bodies from graves on privately owned
land belonging to Christian Adivasis in tribal villages.

T TS o FET HRA o 3 Tl I Selwirg, 7 ST U 319=Te dTet JMMicarer
aRERT & fawey e 3fRaweT e § — St anfeard aiat 7 $ars snfeanfaat r e s7fa o
fiﬂaa&%ﬁ%ﬁaﬁmﬁw&ﬁwqﬁmﬁl

A foundational distinction
T HonT #T

At the conclave, the demand for delisting was framed with reference to the recent Court
judgment upholding the Presidential Order of 1950, which holds that persons belonging to
Scheduled Castes (SC) who profess a religion “other than Hinduism” do not qualify for
constitutional or legal benefits meant for SCs.

EAA H AT A G T HIT Y GTeT &1 oh IH AT Aeh (0T o Hesy 3 T&ddl T arar, foreet
1950 & TS fer &R T SFIR I I1AT AT| TH IS o AR, AR ST (SC) T Ffrd
& e ot “fég et & rfaRer Rl 32y o9t 1 AT E, 1T S g et
el AT ettt o & aTH LT Biav|

The JSM’s demand is that this principle be extended to Scheduled Tribes (ST) —a move

that would require removing what one of its leaders described as “a weakness in the
Constitution.”

JISM T HI9T & o 38 e 1 rTafad Sersnfadi (ST) 7 8ff o] fohar Se — weh v
e, forash ToIT 3e7eh U AT eanT “afaers Sl FASINY g 3T UTTHTe 1 gelelT AT eh gl |

What the JSM considers a weakness is, in fact, a foundational distinction: unlike in the case
of SCs, neither the Constitution of India nor the law links the identity of STs to religion.

TS JSM HSIRY AT &, I8 aTecd H Teh HA e o: SCs & AH & I, 7 ol SR
Ffeer 3R o & FIefsT, STs Y Tgare H g § sar &
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e On the conclave stage, alongside portraits of Birsa Munda and a Hinduised image of “Bharat
Mata”, was a portrait of the late Kartik Oraon — a Congress Member of Parliament who once
filed a petition challenging the candidature of two members of the Oraon community from an
ST-reserved seat on the grounds that they were Christians.

EA o Ha I R #H31 3R AR Arar i Fgamior i 18 7 & arr fGaera #fd® sia
1 TR oft o — S o & @i A 3R el el 3t wer & & e SwAfeant 1 ST-
IRTETT He & 3FAGar 1 Al & g et g i 2|

e The Patna High Court, in its ruling in 1963, rejected his petition categorically, holding that
“tribal identity is not religion-based,” that it rests on ethnic and community kinship ties, and
that “an Oraon remains an Oraon” regardless of whether he is Hindu, Christian, or Buddhist.

AT 3T #AR—ITed A 3791 1963 %%ﬁm@raﬁwaﬁwmﬁaﬁwmyw
T T “STeTSITclIT geeT &3l TR w761 §clt,” Sfoeh I S 3R HeTeh Haeil ox e
gl ¥, T “Ueh 3a, 3T & W@ §,” T 9% g &Y, S 8 v gy

e The High Court further observed that, by and large, converted Adivasis continued to
participate in community festivals and celebrations, and joined others in raising concerns
common to all Adivasi communities.

3T~ o 3161 I8 $ gl o AT d: TATaRa feard amegeride Seqar 3R 3mairsts
H HIET A ¢ 7T Tl 3Ny Fogeral & Hfd AT Hegl 1 351 & 37 &l & aqry
NG|

A campaign of cooption

HHATAUT & ATEIH F ATHATT FA FT JARAIH

e Adivasis are fully entitled to choose their religion under Article 25 of the Constitution, which
guarantees freedom of conscience and religion.

it st WA & HeTeda 25 & HcAdT AT &3 Fofol T YUT TSR 9Iee 8, ST
30T AR ERHA S Tad a1 T AET ST B

The urgent issues Adivasis face

rfearfaat F gAeT 3T dIepiias FAEAT

e Birsa Munda’s Ulgulan was a revolt against colonial rule — and notably, he broke with
Christian missionaries precisely because he saw them as instruments of that rule.

T {31 F1 SeEran siufate amae & fee fagis a1 — 3R fady & & el $ars
AT & Faer safow ais forr a1 #3ifF 3 3¢ afHafRie arast S 3uaor AT 3

e The urgent issues before Adivasis are the sabotage of the Forest Rights Act, the virtual
elimination of the rights of the gram sabha, the subversion of the Panchayat (Extension to
Scheduled Areas), or PESA, the huge backlog in employment in reserved posts, the
pathetic condition of Adivasi student hostels and arrears in scholarship payments, and the
continuing lack of civic and health facilities in Adivasi areas, to name a few.

anfearfaat & TaeT drchifoe TATA3T 7 ad FftwR AT F Fsgsd s, e g
o TR T ST FHTCT Y [T STT=AT, TaRIe (AR &3l e fawar) srfafas srafa
PESA &I AR T, ARTET Tai # ISTITR T AR SShellal, AT SHEET hf gl
FeUfa, Srgh sfoTaTet 7 srehram TR 2T 3nfeare &t & AR vd Fareey glawmsit i fakaw
FHAT ST GHATIATT MMAA 2|
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Towards a dialogue on adolescent sexuality

fra ifAsar . "@arg Y 3R

Towards a dialogue on adolescent sexuality

recent judgment of the
Supreme Court of India,
allowing the medical
termination of
pregnancy at 28 weeks, has
received significant media
attention. Much of this attention
stems from the arguments
advanced on behalf of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), which has sought for a
reconsideration of the judgment.

Doctors at AIIMS argued that
what the court described as a
medical termination of pregnancy
would, in reality, involve
delivering a living child at 28
weeks, one likely to be born with
serious medical complications,
long-term co-morbidities and
disabilities. They asked that the
delivery be pushed by six weeks to
improve the child’s chances of
survival. These arguments were
rejected by the court in rather
strong terms.

A doctor’s ethical burden

The nature of the doctors’
argument is not inherently distinct
from claims about a (much
younger) foetus’ interest in being
carried to term. In both cases,
more time in the womb increases
the chances of survival outside it.
However, since a 28-week foetus is
at a more advanced stage of
gestation, two things change about
the claim.

First, doctors are better able to
predict both the foetus’ chances of
survival and the medical
complications it may face, making
concerns about neo-natal care and
future health more concrete.
Second, and not unrelatedly, the
ethical burden of the doctor who
must perform the delivery
increases significantly. Where a
foetus is not viable, the doctor’s
sole obligation is to the pregnant
woman. But where a living child
may be delivered, the doctor’s
obligations extend to that child as
well. A doctor may, therefore,
experience the procedure not
merely as an abortion, but as a
medically induced premature
delivery that immediately creates
an obligation to preserve life.

Shraddha
Chaudhary
Assistant Professor,

School of Law, BML
Munjal University

Policies such as
the ban on
condom
advertisements
between 6.00
am. and 10.00
pim, and a
generally
repressive
culture around
sex brush
questions of sex
and sexuality
under the
carpet

While the court’s order protects
her from legal action, it does not
extinguish her ethical and moral
obligations as a doctor and as a
human being.

None of this necessarily
undermines the court’s decision.
Faced with an unwed minor who
had reportedly attempted suicide
twice, the court understandably
prioritised her reproductive
autonomy and well-being. But the
doctors’ objections, though
framed as concern for the unborn
child, also reflect a potent anxiety:
the ethical burden placed on
medical professionals asked to
perform such procedures at the
edge of foetal viability. This
burden need not change how we
think about the outcome of the
case, but it deserves to be
acknowledged for the ethical
tensions underlining it.

On adolescent sexual activity
These ethical tensions are not
accidental or anomalous. The
immense trauma endured by the
unwed minor, the predicament of
the unborn but viable foetus, and
the ethical burden of the doctors
are all symptomatic of a deeper
structural issue. Cases like these
arise because of a serious and
largely unnoticed failure of the
state to deal appropriately with
the phenomenon of teenage sex.
In this case, a de-facto consensual
sexual relationship between a
15-year-old girl and her 17-year-old
partner resulted in pregnancy.
The pregnancy went unnoticed
until the minor’s mother
reportedly observed ‘an unusual
heaviness’ in her abdomen, by
which time it was already too
advanced to terminate without
court intervention. This is because
the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act, as amended in
2021, does not allow abortions
beyond 24 weeks even in
exceptional circumstances.

The Indian state’s approach to
the issue has largely been one of
blanket criminalisation: all sexual
activity involving minors is treated
as a criminal offence, regardless of
whether it involves coercion,

exploitation, or de-facto
consensual sexual activity
between adolescents. Studies from
the U.S. have shown that
abstinence-only policies fail to
prevent adolescents from having
sex. Empirical studies on the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO) in
India have also repeatedly shown
that nearly 10-15% of all cases
before the POCSO special courts
involve de-facto consensual
relationships, and there is nothing
to suggest that the law manages to
deter such sex amongst
adolescents.

If anything, this criminalisation
works in tandem with the absence
of adequate and comprehensive
sex education in educational
institutions.

Policies such as the ban on
condom advertisements between
6.00 a.m. and 10.00 p.m., and a
generally repressive culture
around sex brush questions of sex
and sexuality under the carpet.
Instead of teaching adolescents
the essentials of safe sex,
menstruation, sexually
transmitted diseases and
pregnancy, the answer to all
questions around sex and
sexuality is reduced to a simplistic
“don’t do it”. However, preventing
cases such as this is more likely to
require comprehensive sex
education and an emphasis on
safe sexual practices.

The way forward

Such policies require a more
nuanced conversation around
adolescent sexuality, in which we
are willing to acknowledge that
de-facto consensual sexual
interactions involving adolescents
exist and should not be conflated
with instances of child rape and
exploitation. They also require a
commitment to steady long-term
measures, which may not provide
short-term rhetorical gains.

Thus, if our concern is truly the
well-being of adolescents, the
solution is not a refusal to
acknowledge their sexuality but a
commitment to engage with it
honestly and meaningfully.
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01J6. Towards a dialogue on adolescent sexuality
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A recent judgment of the Supreme Court of India, allowing the medical termination of
pregnancy at 28 weeks, has received significant media attention.

AR & Fafod ~Aed & & giferar fofsr, o 28 wear o wetwards @1 sgafa o, @
=g A2 eare T Far g

However, since a 28-week foetus is at a more advanced stage of gestation, two things
change about the claim.

fhe] <ifoh 28 WCHATE T ${OT ITHTEEUT & 378k TAHTAT TROT & gIeAT €, THAT 3T & T
&l HgcaqoT IRace el Bl 8 |

First, doctors are better able to predict both the foetus’ chances of survival and the medical
complications it may face, making concerns about neo-natal care and future health more
concrete.

agell, Tafehcaen 90T & SN Tgat T FHIGAT T FITad FAfohcdiar STiEerdn3i = 3ifere adis
3T ATe S H TETH gl ¢, TSN aTaoilcd S@eTel IR $asT & Tareey daell R 3ift
grEdfas 3R FTIs 8 ST g

The immense trauma endured by the unwed minor, the predicament of the unborn but viable
foetus, and the ethical burden of the doctors are all symptomatic of a deeper structural issue.

3ifaaTfRe ATSIIOET SaRT SieT 14T I JTET, 3oTea fehe] SNTAT =T 3 FaTe 8ot iy FeUfa,
a2 et IR 9sT ifas giffica — 3 Tl e 18R TXTATcHS Hohe o oIaToT g |

This is because the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, as amended in 2021, does not
allow abortions beyond 24 weeks even in exceptional circumstances.

VAT ST § Fifh 2021 H TN i Rifrcar srfafa=sr (Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act) 3rETERUT aRTETET 3 8 24 g o re arsture o 3regaAfa w8l &

Studies from the U.S. have shown that abstinence-only policies fail to prevent adolescents
from having sex.

AR & HETTA A Tg TISC EIHT ¢ o hael T MR AfrT fheiR b1 2leT Ferey sofrer &
Uchot H DA BT g |

Empirical studies on the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO)
in India have also repeatedly shown that nearly 10-15% of all cases before the POCSO

special courts involve de-facto consensual relationships, and there is nothing to suggest that
the law manages to deter such sex amongst adolescents.

HRT # FTel FheT 3ORTer TRATOT HAFAIH, 2012 (POCSO) W T 1T Iegerasied e o
IR-9R g &A1 & foh POCSO oIy =aramerdt o e 3TeT aTel oI 10-15% AT H
IrEdfae TgATd IR MR Taer enfie g &, 3R 0T 15 gAT A7 § foras g doha e fop
g hieleT ToheiRT o Sl T Faeil i Aehol 3 Thol TET &

Policies such as the ban on condom advertisements between 6.00 a.m. and 10.00 p.m., and
a generally repressive culture around sex brush questions of sex and sexuality under the
carpet.

g 6 I W T 10§ cIeh 1A Taardad o gfcisrer St it aur gier fawat & gfa
CHAHRY AIATTSIH TR, et Fareh weat 31T Diforenar 1 qarel 1 el e 8 |

Instead of teaching adolescents the essentials of safe sex, menstruation, sexually transmitted
diseases and pregnancy, the answer to all questions around sex and sexuality is reduced to a
simplistic “don’t do it”.

TeheiRT ! GRI&T TieT Farer, ATGeh &3, et FerRe? At 3R TTEAROT Y FHeFST STTABRI S b
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However, preventing cases such as this is more likely to require comprehensive sex
education and an emphasis on safe sexual practices.

T 38 YR & ATHAT T AehUTH & foT saraeh e fR1et 3 gefard dier saagR o2 oot o
31Tk 3MaeTw Tld AT &1

The way forward

3 Y T

Such policies require a more nuanced conversation around adolescent sexuality, in which we
are willing to acknowledge that de-facto consensual sexual interactions involving adolescents
exist and should not be conflated with instances of child rape and exploitation.

Y At o fore fopeiiy Fifashar oX 3iftres dford 3R g e i 3avderd &, e g
I TNHR ¥ & faT JIR gt 6 foreiRT & i areafas ggafa ax smenRa 2l geer 3ifeac
H & 3R 3¢ 91T TR TAUT NVUT Y T3 & a1y AT F8T fovar sirerr =wnfgwl
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Euphrates on the rise

Water being released from the Euphrates Dam in Tabgain
Syria’s Raqa province. The floods in the north and east
are the result of rain levels that were higher than usual this
year prompting authorities to open some of the gates at the
Euphrates Dam to reduce pressure on it.

Flooding has been rare in the country since Turkey built
dams decades ago that control the flow of the Euphrates
into Syria and Irag.

The floods in the north and

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 .
Website : patrioticias.in P

Page15



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Padma Barrage:
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Vasudevan Mukunth

angladesh has approved a large
B river engineering project called

the Padma barrage, on the
Padma river, which is Bangladesh’s
stretch of the Ganga, in Rajbari district. It
is Bangladesh’s attempt to partially
re-engineer the hydrology of its
southwest region, which has become
prone to drought after decades of
reduced seasonal flows linked to the
Farakka barrage upstream in India.

The barrage will be 2.1-km-long and
have 78 spillway gates, undersluices,
navigation locks, fish passages, and
associated embankments. It will
impound roughly 2.9 billion cubic metres
of water and includes 113 MW of
hydropower generation. According to
Bangladesh, the project will affect
roughly 37% of the country’s land area
and irrigate around 2.88 million ha of
farmland.

While the barrage’s supporters see a
long-delayed national water security
project in the Padma barrage, critics
have said mega-barrages often
underperform, alter sediment flows in
unpredictable ways, and can create new

another barrier

Boats on the Padma river in 1860. PUBLIC DOMAIN

rivers rather than removing them. The
regional turn towards unilateral river
engineering is at odds with Europe and
North America tearing down obsolete
dams and culverts to restore rivers’ free
flow. In 2025 alone, 21 European

01J6. Padma Barrage: another barrier

TEAT R v SR i

e Bangladesh has approved a large river
engineering project called the Padma barrage, on
the Padma river, which is Bangladesh’s stretch of
the Ganga, in Rajbari district.

TSR o Trorarst fore 7 Feure weam w1, it avem &7
FIcSelt 79T B, R IEAT AT AAE TF Faerer 7y
rfaitYRT aREeen # TFha gaew : 3

e The barrage will be 2.1-km-long and have

78 spillway gates, undersluices, navigation locks,
fish passages, and associated embankments.

g 1T 2.1 fRaeleT &« 89T U1 39 78
YT FeIfOd deaer gien|
e According to Bangladesh, the project will

affect roughly 37% of the country’s land area and
irrigate around 2.88 million ha of farmland.

ecological problems, such as countries removed a record 603 barriers.
water-logging and damage to fisheries.

Some environmental groups have also

criticised the speed of approval and /‘

called for greater public scrutiny.

As Mehebub Sahana at the University
of Manchester and Bayes Ahmed at
University College London have argued,
the project highlights how South Asian
countries are building more barriers to

SIICRT o 3TTHR, g TRATSTAT 2T o ST 37%
8T-81 T FaTIfae R AT SaTeraT 2.88 FAfgeT
TR F g A RS F|

o While the barrage’s supporters see a
long-delayed national water security project in the
Padma barrage, critics have said mega-barrages

often underperform, alter sediment flows in unpredictable ways, and can create new
ecological problems, such as water-logging and damage to fisheries.

STET STST oh FHYF YEHAT SIS 1 ofd AT F It T STef F&T TR & &7 # 2T &,
TEY 3TTelhl T gl & [ fARITer SRTST 3R 3&T UgieT sTel T UTd, deloe JdTg i
IR &9 F F6el & & adT STeRId iR AT garg=T & g1fa oY 518 yikfEufas gaeand
3ol X Tohdl & |

e As Mehebub Sahana at the University of Manchester and Bayes Ahmed at University
College London have argued, the project highlights how South Asian countries are building
more barriers to rivers rather than removing them.

S o faafid site Aaaeret & Mg werar aur IfAafid Fiasr dea & 99w IgHAe A I
fear g, Ig IR gt & o gfayor uferams ger ATl 9X 37aRIY gelel o STy T8 3a’re
GIGCECRE

e The regional turn towards unilateral river engineering is at odds with Europe and North
America tearing down obsolete dams and culverts to restore rivers’ free flow.

Thueir w7dY SRR 7 feem 7 g &y aRads g 3R 3ad saARaT i 3@ vgfa s
eI €, STel A3t o Herd T &l YU et oh foIv 3roreford Sreit 3R dhoaeh S gerr
ST IET &I

For feedback and suggestions
for “Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

e In 2025 alone, 21 European countries removed a record 603 barriers.

eharel 2025 # €1 21 FANT it =7 Reprs 603 3raet Y gera|
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Questions and Answers to
the previous day’s da:il
quiz: 1. Tibetans and Sherpas
call Mt Everest Chomolungma.
What does that mean? Ans:
Mother Goddess of the
Earth

2. This is a perilous area on Mt
Everest where most
mountaineers struggle to
carry on because the air
contains only about one-third
of the oxygen available at sea
level. What is it called? Ans:
The death zone

3. Before the Great
Trigonometrical Survey of
India, which peak was
considered the highest peak
in the world? Also, which
State government bans
mountaineering expeditions
from its side on this
mountain, which is believed
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to be sacred? Ans:
Kanchenjunga, Sikkim

4. She was the first woman to
summit Mt Everest. A
mountain range on Pluto is
named after her. Name her.
Ans: Junko Tabei

5. Humanity has littered the
entire planet, from the peak
of Mt Everest to the deepest
point on earth. In both
places, microplastics have
been found. Name the
deepest point. Ans: Mariana
Trench

Visual: This man served as
Surveyor General of India. He
never saw the Everest but he
is associated with it. Name
him. Ans: George Everest
Early Birds: Utsav Kaushal |
Suchit Narottam | K.N.
Viswanathan | Dodo
Jayaditya | Sukdev Shet

01J6. QUIZ: Mount Everest

1. Chomolungma — Mother Goddess of the Earth

e Tibetans and Sherpas traditionally call Mount Everest
“Chomolungma” or “Qomolangma”.

e The term means “Mother Goddess of the Earth” in
the Tibetan language.

e The name reflects the spiritual and sacred significance
of the mountain in Himalayan Buddhist culture.

e Sherpa communities living in Nepal and Tibet worship
the mountain as a divine entity and perform rituals before
expeditions.

¢ In Nepal, Mount Everest is also known as
Sagarmatha, meaning “Forehead of the Sky”.

The mountain lies in the Mahalangur Himal sub-range of the
Himalayas on the Nepal-China border.
According to the latest Nepal-China joint announcement of

2020, Everest’s official height is 8,848.86 metres.

2. The Death Zone

e The “Death Zone” refers to altitudes above approximately 8,000 metres on mountains such
as Mount Everest.
e At this height, atmospheric oxygen levels are extremely low, containing nearly one-third of the

oxygen available at sea level.

e Human bodies cannot acclimatise permanently under such conditions.

e Climbers experience severe risks such as hypoxia, cerebral oedema, pulmonary oedema,
frostbite, and exhaustion.

3. Kanchenjunga and Sikkim’s Ban on Expeditions

o Before the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India, many geographers considered
Kanchenjunga the highest mountain in the world.

e Kanchenjunga has a height of 8,586 metres and is currently the third-highest mountain
globally.

e ltis located on the border between India’s Sikkim State and Nepal.

e The Great Trigonometrical Survey later scientifically established Mount Everest as the
world’s highest peak.

e Kanchenjunga is considered sacred by the people of Sikkim, especially the Lepcha and
Buddhist communities.

e Because of its religious importance, the Government of Sikkim prohibits mountaineers from
stepping on the actual summit from the Indian side.

e Climbers traditionally stop a few feet below the peak to respect local beliefs.

e The Kanchenjunga landscape is also protected through the Khangchendzonga National
Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

4. Junko Tabei — First Woman to Summit Everest

e Junko Tabei of Japan became the first woman to successfully summit Mount Everest on May
16, 1975.
o Junko Tabei later climbed the highest peaks on all seven continents, completing the “Seven
Summits”.
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e A mountain range on the dwarf planet Pluto has been named “Tabei Montes” in her honour
by the International Astronomical Union.

5. Mariana Trench — Deepest Point on Earth

e The Mariana Trench is the deepest known point on Earth’s oceans.
It is located in the western Pacific Ocean near the Mariana Islands.
Its deepest section is called the Challenger Deep, which reaches nearly 10,900 to 11,000
metres below sea level according to modern oceanographic studies.

e Scientific expeditions have discovered microplastics and human-generated pollutants even at

this extreme depth.
e Studies published in marine science journals show that plastic contamination has spread

across the entire planet.
e Microplastics have also been found on Mount Everest, proving the global reach of pollution.
e The Mariana Trench was formed due to the subduction of the Pacific Plate beneath the

Mariana Plate.

6. George Everest — Surveyor General of India

e Sir George Everest served as the Surveyor General of India from 1830 to 1843.

e He played an important role in the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India, one of the most
ambitious scientific surveys of the nineteenth century.

e The survey aimed to accurately measure the Indian subcontinent and Himalayan peaks.

e Interestingly, George Everest himself never saw Mount Everest.

e After his tenure, the mountain known earlier as “Peak XV” was identified as the world’s
highest peak by surveyor Radhanath Sikdar in 1852.

e In 1865, the Royal Geographical Society officially named the mountain “Mount Everest” in

George Everest’'s honour.

e Modern satellite and GPS technology have greatly improved mountain measurements
compared to nineteenth-century survey methods.

Ukraine hits Russian
energy sites, denies
striking nuclear plant

KYIV

Ukraine denied Moscow’s
claims on Sunday that a
Ukrainian drone struck the
Russian-controlled Zapo-
rizhzhia nuclear plant, as
Kyiv launched fresh strikes
overnight on Russian ener-
gy sites.

Ukraine’s General Staff
on Sunday said Ukrainian
drones had struck the Sara-
tov oil refinery in south-
western Russia, causing a
“large-scale fire”. It said
the extent of the damage
was being clarified, and
claimed the refinery has
been supplying Moscow’s
war effort.

Kyiv denied a Russian
claim that a Ukrainian

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant in Russian-held
southern Ukraine. AFp

drone struck the Zapo-
rizhzhia nuclear plant, Eu-
rope’s largest.

Russia’s state nuclear
energy company, Rosa-
tom, said on Saturday that
the drone exploded after
tearing a hole in the wall of
a turbine hall, and accused
Ukraine of a “deliberate”
attack.

01J6. Ukraine hits Russian energy sites, denies
striking nuclear plant

Tehol o TH! FolT TUT T gHAT AT, AT AT
o ¥ T 59

e Kyiv denied a Russian claim that a Ukrainian drone
struck the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant, Europe’s largest.

T 7 TF & 38 1d T WIS F T o Teh Jghedl A o JAT &
T8 93 SATARTEFAT SATO] F R g o

¢ Russia’s state nuclear energy company, Rosatom.
T T FIHRY IAT] Fofl ehell AN o ATATR T heT o Zhe
T ol 1 R 3 B et & TG, TRREHIE 31T 3T 3t et
W “STAGSTRT GHT et T RN ofaTrT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 .
Website : patrioticias.in g

Page18



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

GS Paper Il: Polity

01 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

01J6

The apex court rings its own chain

The apex court rings its own chain

The Supreme Court’s reliance on suo motu cognisance has turned a once ‘rare but highly visible’ jurisdiction into a recurring instrument shaped by primetime

attention and media reports; while it keeps ‘ringing’ its own chain through televised listings and supervision, the trial courts below it continue doing the work

LETTER & SPIRIT

V. Venkatesan

1 1605, on his accession, the

Mughal Emperor Jahangir fastened

a chain outside his palace. Any

subject denied justice by his
administration could pull the chain and
reach the emperor directly. The chain
was, in conception, a remedy against the
bureaucracy. The Indian Supreme Court
is now, in its suo motu cognisance of
individual criminal cases, the
bureaucracy itself, ringing its own version
of the chain. Each televised listing is the
sound of the apex court calling attention
toitself.

Media and motive

The latest instance is the court’s suo motu
cognisance of Twisha Sharma’s death,
registered under the title ‘In Re Alleged
Institutional Bias and Procedural
Discrepancies in the Unnatural Death of a
Young Girl at Her Matrimonial Home’.
The title prejudges its own inquiry.
Institutional bias has not been judicially
established at any level. The apex court’s
own office report, signed by the Assistant
Registrar on May 23, records the basis of
registration. The case was regi d, the
document says, ‘based on media reports
and other attending circumstances’. Two
days later, the same bench appealed to
the media to refrain from recording
statements of witnesses. A court that acts
on press reports while admonishing the
journalists who filed them is, at the same
moment, both consumer and critic of the
same source.

The ground on which the apex court
arrived was not vacant. A magistrate in
Bhopal had remanded the husband, a
practising advocate, to seven days of
police custody. The Madhya Pradesh High
Court had directed a second autopsy by
an AIIMS Delhi team. The Bar Council of
India had suspended the husband’s
licence. The State government had
proposed transferring the investigation to
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
before the apex listing. The institutions
whose bias the apex title alleges had been
moving against the accused for nearly a
fortnight.

Marc Galanter and Vasujith Ram put
the central question to this reflex with
care. Their study appears in A Qualified
Hope (Cambridge University Press, 2019).
‘Why does the response of the higher
judiciary to executive or police failure
take ‘the form of these singular heroic
interventions rather than promoting
some institutional shake-up, some
initiative to empower and equip courts
lower in the judicial hierarchy’? Their
diagnosis was unsparing. The reflex
carries, they wrote, ‘an echo of the
disdain with which higher courts in India
frequently treat the efforts of the lower
judiciary’.

Easier path

Suo motu cognisance, in matters of this
kind, is the easier of the two paths open
to the apex court. The harder path is the
slow, unspectacular work of reforming
the judiciary it heads. The first requires
only the bench’s decision to list the
matter. The second requires sustained
cooperation: with the High Courts on case
management and supervision under
Article 235 (control over subordinate
courts), with State governments on
funding trial-court infrastructure, with
the executive on judicial appointments,
and with the National Judicial Academy
on training. The asymmetry between the

energies devoted to the two paths is what
produces the diagnosis Galanter and Ram
named.

Where the easier path is taken, the
court chooses persuasion over
compulsion. The apex bench has, in
Sahara India Real Estate Corporation v.
SEBI (2012), a five-judge Constitution
Bench authority on media trial. Sahara
permits a court to issue a postponement
order against media publication. The test
is a real and substantial risk of prejudice
to the administration of justice. The order
is available only where no less restrictive
means will work. The doctrine is settled.
In the Twisha matter, the bench had
every occasion to invoke it. It chose
instead to request the media not to record
statements of potential witnesses. A
request from the apex court carries moral
weight. But it is not the legal instrument it
has at hand for this very problem.

The post-2019 record is unkind to the
pro-suo-motu case. In the R.G. Kar matter,
the Supreme Court registered cognisance
on August 18, 2024. Sanjay Roy had been
arrested by the Kolkata Police eight days
earlier. The Calcutta High Court had
handed the probe to the CBI on August 13,
2024. The Sealdah trial court convicted
Roy in January 2025 and sentenced him to
life imprisonment. The trial judge did the
work. Apex monitoring of CBI status
reports did not.

Hathras is closer to the Bhopal facts
and more instructive. The Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High Court
registered the case suo motu in October
2020. The Supreme Court, after
entertaining transfer petitions, handed
monitoring back to the High Court within
weeks. That earlier bench saw the
architectural point: the High Court was
already in motion, and the apex role was
supervisory. In July 2024, following the
Hathras Satsang stampede that claimed
121 lives, the court declined a PIL. The
bench said that the High Court was

equipped to deal with the case. The same
principle applies in Bhopal too.

Scarce attention

Lakhimpur Kheri sharpens the matter.
The apex court took cognisance in
October 2021 and, in April 2022, set aside
the High Court’s bail order for the main
accused, Ashish Mishra. It then eased him
back into liberty. Interim bail came in
2023. Regular bail followed in 2024. As of
early 2026, the trial court had examined
only 44 of 131 witnesses. In Manipur, the
suo motu case over the viral video from
July 2023 has yet to produce a conviction.
Apex supervision has not been the route
to faster justice.

A second observation runs alongside.
In 2019, Galanter and Ram called suo
motu ‘rare but highly visible’. The first
half of that description has lapsed. What
was once a residual jurisdiction is now a
recurring instrument. A trigger sequence
has begun to repeat. Sustained primetime
attention is followed by cognisance. The
Solicitor General has now confirmed the
sequence in open court. Appearing for
the Union in the Twisha matter, he told
the bench that ‘it is also because of this
media intervention that a lot of progress
has happened’.

The numbers since the chapter,
authored by Galanter and Ram, went to
press confirm the rule. The Supreme
Court Observer, working from the apex
court’s own Case Status records, counts
35 suo motu matters in the five years from
2020 to 2024.

The preceding fifteen years had seen
only 31 in total. The annual figures,
excluding contempt, were 10 in 2020,
eight in 2021, one in 2022, four in 2023,
and 12 in 2024. The trend continues. In
2025, the court’s numbering reached 10
civil suo motu writs and three criminal
matters. Nine of the 10 civil matters are
publicly listed. By May 25 this year, the

count already stood at four civil and four

GETTY IMAGES

criminal matters. Both totals exclude suo
motu transfer and contempt, which
exercise distinct constitutional powers.
‘The criminal count, in particular, has
risen sharply. Four months and three
weeks have already exceeded the criminal
count for all of 2025.

Judicial attention is a scarce resource.
The National Crime Records Bureau
recorded 6,450 dowry deaths in 2022,
with convictions in only 11 to 17 per cent
of cases. The court has the capacity to list
one. The criterion of selection is, on the
present record, temporal rather than
legal. Galanter and Ram closed their
chapter with a question. They asked
whether suo motu was ‘an instance of
effective use of the scarce resource of
judicial attention’. The seven years since
they wrote have not produced an easier
answer.

None of this is to deny the seriousness
of the Twisha Sharma matter. The
accused’s mother is a retired judge. The
husband is a lawyer. The family of the
deceased has reason to fear local
proximity. The constitutional response to
that fear is independent investigation
under judicial supervision, conducted
promptly. The court, however, disposed
of the matter on the first day after taking
note of the “narrative” in the media that a
fair investigation was being denied on
account of the involvement of the
judiciary.

The chain Jahangir hung was a remedy
against an unaccountable bureaucracy.
The apex court is now that bureaucracy.
Each televised listing is the sound it
makes to draw attention to a failure it has
the power, and the constitutional duty, to
repair. Until the harder of its two paths is
walked with the energy now devoted to
the easier one, the chain will keep
ringing. The trial courts below it will keep
doing the work.

(V. Venkatesan is a journalist and legal
researcher.)

THE GIST

v

The ground on which the apex
court arrived was not vacant,
with the magistrate, the High
Court, the Bar Council of India
and the State government
already acting in the Twisha
Sharma case.

v

The harder path before the
apex court is the slow,
unspectacular work of
reforming the judiciary through
better case management,
trial-court infrastructure,
appointments and training.

v

Judicial attention is a scarce
resource, but sustained
primetime attention is
increasingly followed by
cognisance, raising questions
about the use of that attention.
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01J6. The apex court rings its own chain

In 1605, on his accession, the Mughal Emperor Jahangir fastened a chain outside his
palace.

1605 &, HAT HeTelal o ST HIT WATE TR o 371 Hgel o STE Teh H[@ell oarars AT

The latest instance is the court’s suo motu cognisance of Twisha Sharma’s death,
registered under the title ‘In Re Alleged Institutional Bias and Procedural Discrepancies
in the Unnatural Death of a Young Girl at Her Matrimonial Home’.

mmganmﬁchqulqlmq CEIRY mwgmmgmg, & ‘In Re
Alleged Institutional Bias and Procedural Discrepancies in the Unnatural Death of a

Young Girl at Her Matrimonial Home’ &fi¥es & 37ceTel dofiehet foram ara|

The second requires sustained cooperation: with the High Courts on case management and
supervision under Article 235 (control over subordinate courts), with State governments on
funding trial-court infrastructure, with the executive on judicial appointments, and with the
National Judicial Academy on training.

IR A & T R HedT 31923 §: 3e4 +ITerdl & T dTe; Yot 3R A= 235
GrfaE =Tl W RIFT) F 39T IIAETUT, T FXHRIT & T TR i JTEITT &
TamaIyoT, SraTfoe & Ay =arfie g it qur IsEr s JrH1eH! & Ty JiRIeToT & &
I

The apex bench has, in Sahara India Real Estate Corporation v. SEBI (2012), a five-judge
Constitution Bench authority on media trial.

Sahara India Real Estate Corporation v. SEBI (2012) Al H Hafed 91& & I AfSAr
TS & oY H grd-=grareiiRi afaere dis 1 318 Ao 3uerst g

The National Crime Records Bureau recorded 6,450 dowry deaths in 2022, with
convictions in only 11 to 17 per cent of cases.

TSERT 3roTer Repls s oF 2022 7 6,450 GET e o AR Go 190, FoeToT el 11 § 17
yfrerd ATAe A aTee g8l

GS Paper 11: Governance 01 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

01J6 | Language decorum

HTYTE HITeT
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Language decorum
School education should not be the site
of a cultural battle

T he Supreme Court of India has issued not-

ices to the Union Government, the CBSE,
and the NCERT, directing them to file a
comprehensive report on their logistical prepa-
redness to implement a three-language formula
in all CBSE schools for Class 9 students from July
1, 2026. On May 27, while hearing petitioners
challenging the CBSE move, the Court declined
to grant an immediate stay on the policy but ack-
nowledged that concerns over “hardship and in-
convenience” warranted review. The Court will
hear arguments on July 15 and 16. The casual
manner in which the government is using the
CBSE to enforce its contentious language policy
once again shows complete disregard for stu-
dents, teachers, and parents. On May 15, the
CBSE had issued a circular mandating the study
of three languages for Class 9 students from July
1, citing alignment with the NEP 2020 and the Na-
tional Curriculum Framework for School Educa-
tion 2023. At least two of the three must be native
Indian languages. Foreign languages such as
French or German could only be taken as a third
language if the first two were Indian, or alterna-
tively as an optional fourth subject. In a meagre
effort to camouflage the hardship unleashed on
the students, the CBSE exempted the third lan-
guage from the Class 10 Board examination,
which would instead be assessed through school-
based internal evaluations, though the marks
would still appear on the final certificate.

Barely weeks earlier, the CBSE had stated that
the third-language requirement would be de-
ferred until the 2029-30 academic year. The
abrupt turnabout can only be explained as a pol-
itical decision. The move is being challenged in
the Court on multiple grounds, including consti-
tutional ones. The petitioners argue that lan-
guage is a matter of personal choice and cannot
be imposed by the state. It is also being pointed
out that the NEP 2020, in whose name the man-
date is being enforced, promises flexibility and
guarantees that no language shall be imposed on
any student or State. The petitioners also argue
that the CBSE, as an executive body, lacks the
authority to impose such a sweeping educational
mandate without backing from parliamentary le-
gislation, regardless of what the NEP says, being
an executive policy intent and not a statute. Pa-
rents and teachers are alarmed about the added
pressure on students just before their Board ex-
aminations. School administrators have flagged a
shortage of trained language teachers and the un-
availability of appropriate textbooks. Turning
school education into a cultural battleground is
not helping India’s ambition to become a global
reservoir of advanced human resources. The
Centre should course-correct before the Court
takes up the case again.

01J6. Language decorum

HTNTS HATST

School education should not be the site of a cultural
battle.

fargmert fRram &t wiegfaw dad 7 &% 78T qaran s
=nfgel

e The Supreme Court of India has issued notices to
the Union Government, the CBSE, and the NCERT, directing
them to file a comprehensive report on their logistical
preparedness to implement a three-language formula in all
CBSE schools for Class 9 students from July 1, 2026.

R & Haled #a1Terd 71 g THR, CBSE AR NCERT
Afed STRY At gT forder fGar e o 9 1 STeirs 2026 & e 9
faenteat & fav @ CBSE faczrerat & Rrsimem g o) it
HET 39T ST AR R el RAIE gl 3|

e On May 15, the CBSE had issued a circular mandating
the study of three languages for Class 9 students from July 1,
citing alignment with the NEP 2020 and the National
Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023.

15 HS T CBSE = Teh URUS STRT Y 1 STells T HeT 9 &
ety & forw dfiet 13T &1 3reaaeT ferard & fear o,
TR 3R el faw Aifer 2020 (NEP 2020) dr IS

IISTTAT TIRET 2023 & Y HHAET TATAT 37T

e At least two of the three must be native Indian
languages.

N $TI3T F F FH-T-H & HRAT HIEIT gleAT AT g1arm|

e Foreign languages such as French or German could
only be taken as a third language if the first two were Indian, or
alternatively as an optional fourth subject.

ST AT 13T ST TRl AT Shaer qefy Ny 91T & &9 F o
ST Tl &, ST Igell &I HINTT R @1, 372047 Sog dehiedeh Aty
TS o &9 & AT ST Fhell B

e In a meagre effort to camouflage the hardship
unleashed on the students, the CBSE exempted the third
language from the Class 10 Board examination, which would
instead be assessed through school-based internal
evaluations, though the marks would still appear on the final
certificate.

et o gzt arel 3rfaRerd Sist 1 U= & v Wfad
UATH & &9/ CBSE & cIel $1T9T &Y &t 10 §YS qdiatr & ae

fora sirueT, Teaft 39e 3 3ifds yaoTTT A 3ifeha Wt

e The petitioners argue that language is a matter of personal choice and cannot be imposed by

the state.

AR T T & foh 99T cafFaeTd 3= 1 fawT § 3R 30 U= gaRT A9 FgT 511 FehdT|
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e Itis also being pointed out that the NEP 2020, in whose name the mandate is being enforced,

promises flexibility and guarantees that no language shall be imposed on any student or
State.

I o STy foram ST T@T & foh NEP 2020, TSiees A1H WX g 31fo¥ardier o] & 517 W1 8, orelienndel
T et T ol off Faemet a1 To ux IS 19T o U9t &7 IR ST &

e The petitioners also argue that the CBSE, as an executive body, lacks the authority to impose
such a sweeping educational mandate without backing from parliamentary legislation,
regardless of what the NEP says, being an executive policy intent and not a statute.

RT3 T T 8 o ¢ Toh CBSE, Ueh HIAUTTIehT Tehl glel o oA, HHAIT hlofel o
FHA o T4 Scfett caTden AfaTen FTAARIAT of19] et a1 TSR AT T, T NEP & Fo o
T ITAT &1, FAITh I8 hadl T HRIBRT AT &, s ol sifafags &7

e School administrators have flagged a shortage of trained language teachers and the
unavailability of appropriate textbooks.

Taeamera gemaeT & FiIfaTe s fRYaTeR! S helt TUT ST TSTEART T HeTTelEral T 3T
7T 3Th T AT &

GS Paper Il: International Relations 01 June 2026
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01J6 | Nepal PM sparks row, says his country has encroached upon Indian territory

AT F TUTHAT & I A 91, Fa1 3% 397 ¥ off AR 899 W 3rfasaor fFar g

01J6 | Shaping the next chapter in India-Canada relations

HRA-FATST HaHT & 3Tl FEITT Y ATHR AT

01J6 | Romania identifies drone behind apartment block strike as Russian

VAT A HUTEAT SART U gH aTot 31T T THT aa1=AT

01J6 | Israel captures Beaufort castle in Lebanon in its deepest incursion

SIS o AFeTTeT A SYBIE el I oot 6T, I8 30 T 1l godls

01J6 | Russia may use Belarus as launchpad for new Ukrainian offensive: experts

TH AT Tahell HTHACT & FAT IATRH FT SEAAT dAleadis & T H F FFharg: o
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Nepal PM sparks row, says his country
has encroached upon Indian territory

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

Nepal Prime Minister Ba-
lendra Shah said on Sun-
day that Nepal too had en-
croached upon Indian
territory, in what is consi-
dered to be the first such
public statement by a head
of government of the
neighbouring country.

Mr. Shah was respond-
ing to a question in Parlia-
ment regarding the Kalapa-
ni region, which remains
disputed between Nepal
and India.

“You might find it
strange, but I also learned
only recently — after be-
coming Prime Minister —
that it is not just India but
Nepal too has encroached
upon Indian territories in
many places,” Mr. Shah
said, prompting an uproar
in Parliament as the Oppo-

b

You might find it strange,
but I also learned only
recently — after becoming Prime
Minister — that it is not just India
but Nepal too has encroached
upon Indian territories

in many places

BALENDRA SHAH

Nepal Prime Minister

sition objected to the
statement.

Kailash Yatra

Nepal and India have a
long-pending  boundary
dispute over Lipulekh,
Limpiyadhura, and Kalapa-
ni and the dispute resur-
faced recently when India
announced the revival of
the Kailash Manasarovar
Yatra pilgrimage via the Li-
pulekh route. Nepal then
sent diplomatic notes to
both India and China. In-

dia maintains that the terri-
tories are part of
Uttarakhand.

Lawmakers from the
Nepali Congress and the
Nepali Communist Party
demanded that Mr. Shah
clarify where exactly Nepal
has encroached upon In-
dian territory and sought
the removal of his remarks
from the record. “The
Prime Minister said Nepal
has encroached upon In-
dian territory,” Nepali Con-
gress Chief Whip Basana

Thapa said. “Where exact-
ly has this happened? The
Prime Minister must make
the House aware of this.
This is a serious and objec-
tionable statement.”

Nepal Communist Party
lawmaker Ramesh Malla
said Mr. Shah’s remarks
could damage national in-
tegrity.

Sunday’s address to Par-
liament was the first by Mr.
Shah of the Rastriva Swa-
tantra Party (RSP) since he
took office on March 27 fol-
lowing the election held
earlier that month, the first
since the Gen Z protests in
September last year.

He had previously faced
criticism for his reluctance
to address Parliament and
his absence from House
sessions.

RSP DELEGATION VISIT
» PAGE 6

01J6. Nepal PM sparks row, says his country has encroached upon Indian
territory

AYTT & TUTHAHA & 9 ¥ RAaE, FeT 396 37 F Y 7RI &7 W rfasAor Far g

¢ Nepal Prime Minister Balendra Shah said on Sunday that Nepal too had encroached upon
Indian territory, in what is considered to be the first such public statement by a head of
government of the neighbouring country.

AYTA F TUTHAHAT Toig A 7 TIIR T gl o UTel oF 37 AT &7 9T fasmAuT Far g, fod

TS &30 o TR TR THE SaRT $8 YR T Tgel AT foreh ST ATAT ST I&T &

e Mr. Shah was responding to a question in Parliament regarding the Kalapani region, which
remains disputed between Nepal and India.

AT g THE F FTATITAT & bl SJeh I ITT TR T FaR S T@ A, Y ATl 3R R o ofrer 37
ot faTfed s g3 &

e “You might find it strange, but | also learned only recently — after becoming Prime Minister —
that it is not just India but Nepal too has encroached upon Indian territories in many places,”

Mr. Shah said, prompting an uproar in Parliament as the Opposition objected to the
statement.

“3TAehT TG 37T o T Hehell &, Aokt 3T 87 &TeT &1 F — FHTTHA Fofod & STg — Ig Il =l foh
Fao HRT &Y A8l Sfedh AT of Y s TATAT 9T IR &137 X 31fasaeT fFarg,” 4t amg & e,
TS Te; faveT aRT 38 ST+ R 39T STl & 6ee; 7 §ITMAT YE g1 91T
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¢ Nepal and India have a long-pending boundary dispute over Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura, and
Kalapani and the dispute resurfaced recently when India announced the revival of the
Kailash Manasarovar Yatra pilgrimage via the Lipulekh route.

AuTel 3R HR & orer frgare, fafPameRr 3 Frerared i ot ofd gag & AT faare = 3
TeT & 3R 7 FaTe geT & 3 AT 33 3T ST AR o Forgore ATt & Srefmer AAREY AT
o & & el T ENoT |

¢ Nepal then sent diplomatic notes to both India and China.
$H& d1G AAUTel o AR 3 AT Sl Y Feahfaran sAie A

¢ |India maintains that the territories are part of Uttarakhand.
IR T gl § & I 817 IeRrEs o1 e &

Shaping the next chapter in India-Canada relations

ndia and Canada are turning the page
l together, opening a vibrant new chapter as

two democratic, multicultural, and
innovation-driven nations. Both governments are
signalling a fresh resolve to deepen cooperation
and pursue common goals. Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s recent trip to India
(February 27-March 2, 2026) and the
just-concluded visit of India’s Commerce and
Industry Minister, Piyush Goyal, to Canada
highlight the importance both nations attach to
their relationship in an evolving global order.
These engagements reflect the growing strategic
depth of the India-Canada bilateral partnership,
built around four strategic pillars - economic
cooperation, technological collaboration, energy
security, and people-to-people connectivity.

The economic promise of a stronger
India-Canada partnership has never been
brighter. Mr. Carney’s visit also reignited talks for
a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), and both nations’
determination to finalise it by the end of 2026,
along with the ambitious target of reaching $50
billion in bilateral trade by 2030, signals a new
era of economic confidence.

The view from Ottawa

For Canada, India represents not only a vast
consumer market but also a cornerstone in its
Indo-Pacific diversification ambitions. As shifting
supply chains and global uncertainties reshape
trade, India offers Canada a gateway to new
opportunities and a chance to deepen ties with a
vibrant economy. India’s surging appetite for
energy, infrastructure, technology, and advanced
manufacturing dovetails with Canada’s expertise
in natural resources, clean energy, critical
minerals, agriculture, and innovation. Moreover,
India’s rapid ascent as a global growth engine
pairs strongly with Canada’s wealth of resources,
cutting-edge technologies, world-class
universities, and robust investment capital. The

Chandrajit
Banerjee

Director General,
Confederation of
Indian Industry

Trade,
technology and
trust mark a
revitalised
partnership

ongoing talks on uranium, critical minerals, clean
energy, and resilient supply chains further
highlight just how strategically vital this
partnership has become.

To this end, Mr. Goyal’s visit to Canada comes
at a particularly significant juncture in the
bilateral economic relationship. Accompanied by
a delegation of over 100 Indian industry leaders,
the visit signals a renewed intent on both sides to
strengthen economic engagement and impart
fresh momentum to the CEPA negotiations.
Equally important, it seeks to deepen
business-to-business linkages, enhance investor
confidence, and encourage industry on both
sides to translate strategic intent into tangible
commercial partnerships and long-term
economic collaboration.

India is fast becoming a driving force in
Canada’s future prosperity. Indian companies
have invested significantly in Canada and created
thousands of jobs across the country, in sectors
ranging from technology and life sciences to
manufacturing and mining, highlighting the
depth and diversification of bilateral business
relations. This two-way business presence is an
important marker of trust and long-term
commercial confidence.

The diaspora link
The Indian diaspora stands as a living bridge
between the two nations. Indian-origin
entrepreneurs, professionals, academics,
students, and community leaders have left an
incredible mark on Canada’s economic and social
landscape. Their achievements reflect the spirit
of entrepreneurship, innovation, and
multiculturalism that both countries hold dear.
The diaspora should be recognised as a strategic
asset, ready to drive trade, investment,
innovation, talent exchange and cultural
understanding.

Meanwhile, Canadian pension funds are
supporting India’s growth story, investing in

everything from infrastructure and logistics to
clean energy, financial services, and digital
ventures. This vibrant two-way investment proves
that when these economies engage, both nations
reap the rewards of growth, innovation, and

opportunity.

Strengthening Indo-Pacific cooperation

The India-Canada partnership resonates far
beyond their borders, carrying weight across the
Indo-Pacific. Canada’s Indo-Pacific strategy places
India at its heart, recognising its economic
potential, youthful population, and strategic
clout. Both nations champion a free, open,
inclusive, and rules-based region. By joining
forces in maritime security, advanced
technologies, artificial intelligence, clean energy,
resilient supply chains, and climate action, they
can drive prosperity at home and stability
throughout the region.

The path ahead calls for steady engagement,
trust, and a relentless focus on real-world
outcomes. The most resilient economic
partnerships are built on lasting commercial
interests and vibrant people-to-people
connections. The momentum from the recent
high-level visits shows that both countries are
eager to invest in a shared future. The
partnership must also become more inclusive for
small and medium enterprises on both sides. As
the backbone of their respective economies,
these enterprises hold immense untapped
potential to drive bilateral trade and investment.

India and Canada are natural allies, innovation
collaborators, and pivotal players in shaping the
Indo-Pacific’s future. India’s drive for growth,
energy transformation, and manufacturing
expansion opens a wealth of opportunities for
Canadian businesses and investors. This is the
moment to transform goodwill into action and
promise into partnership. With shared vision and
determination, these two nations can forge one of
the decade’s most influential economic alliances.
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01J6. Shaping the next chapter in India-Canada relations
IR -HATST T & 3T EATT F HTHR AT

India and Canada are turning the page together, opening a vibrant new chapter as two
democratic, multicultural, and innovation-driven nations.

$ 3 FeATeT T FATRT Toh AT AT IR HT W@ &, S &Y Sheheitah, qgaiepiars A
AATAR-IRT WY & T F U TRAFA 78 YT HT TA1F ¢

Both governments are signalling a fresh resolve to deepen cooperation and pursue common
goals.

1T TP TGN T AR ITE et AT IS &1 I 91t & forw 718 gfciacyar & dohd &
Wl
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney’s recent trip to India (February 27-March 2, 2026) and

the just-concluded visit of India’s Commerce and Industry Minister, Piyush Goyal, to Canada
highlight the importance both nations attach to their relationship in an evolving global order.

FHeATST o TETTHAT HATeh HIaAt T gTel hT TR ATAT (27 HRAW-2 AT, 2026) dUT AR & Ao
Tq 3T HAT R T T §TeT & H Hood ShelTsT AT $H STl i YT ehel il Tob Feolcll
TR cgaear T 321 9= Halt Y fraelr Agea & ¥

Mr. Carney'’s visit also reignited talks for a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), and both nations’ determination to finalise it by the end of 2026, along
with the ambitious target of reaching $50 billion in bilateral trade by 2030, signals a new era
of economic confidence.

AT I T AT = AT AT VSR FASIA (CEPA) T AT T o 1T FeleT T, 3R
2026 & 3d deh 39 3ifdd ¥ &4 dUT 2030 d &faUaTT AR & 50 mﬁmﬁqg’aﬁa:
HgcaTehieT ofed o 3T faLaTd o Ueh 71T Ja7 T el AT B |

The view from Ottawa

e T gfeeahIor

Equally important, it seeks to deepen business-to-business linkages, enhance investor
confidence, and encourage industry on both sides to translate strategic intent into tangible
commercial partnerships and long-term economic collaboration.

AT &9 O HgedquT Ig ¢ o g M1 SITIR-V-SATIR HeeiT 1 3R I e, frderent &
faeara i ggra qUT alAT 9Tt & 3G9 Y WATdd 36621 I oI ATGATAS FIiamdr AR
Erefeniiore 3T dgaier & aRafdd & & fav Wcafed s &l

Indian companies have invested significantly in Canada and created thousands of jobs across
the country, in sectors ranging from technology and life sciences to manufacturing and
mining, highlighting the depth and diversification of bilateral business relations.

HRAT hafelail 3 shellsT H HgeaquT A er fohar & T Seifarhy, shast faee, fafaaior 3ik
el SIY &7 7 SR H goIRT IR il e &, St gfaueiiar sararies daeil v a1grs 3R
fafaerar s gafa &1

The diaspora link
YA FHET FT FaY

Indian-origin entrepreneurs, professionals, academics, students, and community leaders have
left an incredible mark on Canada’s economic and social landscape.
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SR 3T 3 St GaRy, Rienfael, Renfiat 3R aneertie sarsit o werer & 3w
3R AT IRGe W IeciEs T TaTd oISt B

e Strengthening Indo-Pacific cooperation
$o1- 4P weaer FY ggg T

e India’s drive for growth, energy transformation, and manufacturing expansion opens a wealth
of opportunities for Canadian businesses and investors.
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e This is the moment to transform goodwill into action and promise into partnership.
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BERERIR identifies dione behind 01J6. Romaniaidentifies drone behind apartment

block strike as Russian

Qi A 3ATeHT SART W gA arel 3 A T

apartment block strike as Russian

e Further analysis of a drone that smashed into a Romanian
apartment building, sparking furious condemnation of Russia, has
shown that it undoubtedly came from Moscow’s forces, Bucharest
said on Sunday.
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Further analysis of a drone that smashed into a Romanian Qﬂ- ﬁ S Qﬂ-’ §3:|T
apartment building, sparking furious condemnation of Russia, has A~ .
shown that it undoubtedly came from Moscow’s forces, Bucharest ﬁ; a%' isl Qa El Fq- ﬁ m ﬁ @?IT&ﬁ ﬁ 3'1TqT 2:IT, ﬂ—\':"- W ﬁ Iﬁa—N q';\r
said on Sunday. “The drone that crashed Thursday in Galati is a
Geran-2, of Russian origin,” President Nicusor Dan said. AFP W |

Israel captures Beaufort castle in
Lebanon in its deepest incursion

Defence Minister Katz says Israel will hold the site while targeting ‘thousands more homes’ and Hezbollah infrastructure in

southern Lebanon; the 12th century Crusader-built castle overlooks Litani river and has long-standing strategic importance

Associated Press
BEIRUT

tured a strategic

mountain topped with
a Crusader-built castle in
southern Lebanon in the
deepest incursion into the
country in more than a
quarter-century, the mili-
tary said on Sunday.

The capture of Beaufort
castle, near the city of Na-
batiyeh, came after days of
air strikes and intense
fighting in nearby villages
where Israeli troops fought
Hezbollah members in the
rugged area.

Its capture marks a ma-
jor development in the lat-
est Israel-Hezbollah war,

l sraeli troops have cap-

Holding down the fort: Israeli soldiers operate at Beaufort Ridge in
southern Lebanon on Sunday. REUTERS

which began on March 2
when Hezbollah fired rock-
ets into northern Israel two
days after the U.S. and Is-
rael attacked its main back-
er, Iran.

“The occupation of
Beaufort is a dramatic
stage and a dramatic shift
in the policies we are lead-
ing,” Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said.

Defence Minister Israel
Katz wrote on X that they
raised an Israeli flag over
the castle. Israeli troops
previously captured the
castle in 1982 and held it
until they withdrew from
Lebanon in 2000.

“Twenty six years after
the withdrawal from the
security zone in Lebanon,
the Israeli flag has returned
to fly on the peaks that
overlook the Galilee
towns,” Mr. Katz said at a
memorial ceremony for Is-
raeli soldiers killed in its
previous occupation of
southern Lebanon.

Mr. Katz said Israel in-
tends to hold the castle as
its troops work to destroy
thousands more homes

that he says were used by
Hezbollah and other mili-
tary infrastructure in
southern Lebanon.

The Beaufort fortress,
perched high atop Leba-
non’s rolling green hills
and overlooking the Litani
River, has been a strategic
military asset for centu-
ries.

Built as a Crusader cas-
tle around the 12th century
on top of previous fortifica-
tions, it has also been used
by Saladin’s Jerusalem ar-
my, Mamluks, Ottomans,
the French mandate, the
Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation and the Israeli
military until 2000, when
it was partially restored
and opened to visitors.
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01J6. Israel captures Beaufort castle in Lebanon in its deepest incursion
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e The 12th century Crusader-built castle overlooks Litani river and has long-standing strategic
importance.
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e The capture of Beaufort castle, near the city of Nabatiyeh, came after days of air strikes and
intense fighting in nearby villages where Israeli troops fought Hezbollah members in the
rugged area.
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Russia may use Belarus as launchpad
for new Ukrainian offensive: experts

Ukrainian President Zelenskyy warns of an attack from Belarus; military cooperation between Moscow and Minsk increasingly worries Kyiv’s allies;

Lukashenko has backed Putin’s war effort by hosting Russias nuclear weapons, as well as producing munitions, and microchips for ballistic missiles

Associated Press
TALLINN

ver four years ago,
0 Belarusian Presi-
dent  Alexander

Lukashenko allowed long-
time ally Russia to use his
territory to invade Uk-
raine. Now officials in Kyiv
are warning that Mr. Lu-
kashenko could again al-
low his land to serve as a
launchpad for more at-
tacks by the Kremlin’s
forces.

While Belarus has not
contributed troops to bat-
tle, Mr. Lukashenko has
backed President Vladimir
Putin’s war effort by host-
ing Russia’s nuclear wea-
pons and military infras-
tructure, as well as
producing components for
Moscow’s military indus-
tries. Earlier this month,
the countries held joint
drills of nuclear forces in-
volving Russian weapons
deployed in Belarus.

Military ~ cooperation
between Moscow and
Minsk is increasingly wor-
rying Ukraine’s allies.

When Mr. Putin began
the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, Russian
troops that gathered in Be-
larus under the guise of
drills dashed toward Kyiv,
only about 90 kilometres
south of the border. The
Russian leader’s hope of
capturing Kyiv quickly was
shattered by staunch Uk-
rainian resistance.

A little over a month af-
ter the invasion, Russian

experts

T AT Tahell FTHAC & foT SATEH FT STAATA dleads & T H I qFHaT o: AAwA

An Iskander missile launched by a Belarusian crew from a firing range in Russia during joint nuclear

drills (left); Alexander Lukashenko with Vladimir Putin during their meet earlier this month. ap

troops that suffered heavy
losses and struggled to
maintain their supply lines
pulled back from Kyiv and
other areas they captured
in northeastern Ukraine in
what the Kremlin cast as a
“goodwill gesture.”

When Moscow tried to
negotiate a quick end to
the conflict weeks after its
start, Belarus hosted the
first talks between Russian
and Ukrainian delegations.
The talks moved to Istan-
bul but failed to produce a
deal.

As the conflict became a
war of attrition, Belarus
has played a key role in
supporting Moscow’s war
effort. Belarusian plants
have produced important
components, including mi-
crochips and other elec-

tronics, optical guidance
systems, artillery muni-
tions and heavy trucks that
carry Russian  ballistic
missiles.

Kremlin’s war machine
BELPOL, a group of former
military and law enforce-
ment officers who oppose
Mr. Lukashenko, said the
Belarusian industries have
integrated into the Krem-
lin’s war machine. It says
that over 500 Belarusian
plants are involved in ma-
nufacturing weapons and
ammunition, repairing mil-
itary equipment and pro-
viding logistics.

In the Gomel region that
borders Ukraine, construc-
tion has begun of a big fir-
ing range and barracks for
large numbers of troops,

BELPOL head Uladzimir
Zhyhar said.

Belarus, which also bor-
ders NATO members Lat-
via, Lithuania and Poland,
has hosted some of Rus-
sia’s tactical nuclear wea-
pons. In December, Russia
announced that its latest
intermediate range nu-
clear-capable  Oreshnik
missile system entered ser-
vice in Belarus.

Russia has used a con-
ventionally armed version
of the Oreshnik to strike fa-
cilities in Ukraine three
times — in November 2024
and then again in January
and earlier this month.

Ukraine’s  presidential
envoy on sanctions policy,
Vladyslav Vlasiuk, said
fragments of the missile
that Russia fired at Ukraine

on May 24 contained mi-
crochips from Belarus. He
urged Western allies to
tighten sanctions enforce-
ment against Belarus.

Nuclear doctrine

In 2024, the Kremlin re-
vised its nuclear doctrine,
placing Belarus under the
Russian nuclear umbrella.
Mr. Putin has said that
Moscow will retain control
of its nuclear weapons de-
ployed in Belarus but
would allow its ally to se-
lect the targets in case of
conflict.

Earlier this month, Rus-
sia and Belarus held mas-
sive drills that included the
delivery of nuclear war-
heads to missile units and
launch preparations. As
part of the exercise, a Bela-
rusian missile crew test-
fired a nuclear-capable Is-
kander missile from a
range in southern Russia.

“Belarus lacks military
sovereignty, and as soon as
Moscow sees it as neces-
sary for its strategy, Mos-
cow will naturally use Bela-
rus as a launchpad for a
new invasion of Ukraine or
some kind of armed con-
flict with NATO countries,”
Mr. Zhyhar said.

Last week, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy said his intelli-
gence services had learned
Moscow recently stepped-
up efforts to “draw Belarus
much deeper into the war
and launch additional ag-
gressive operations pre-
cisely from Belarusian ter-

ritory.” He said the target
could be along the Cherni-
hiv-Kyiv area or against a
NATO country bordering
Belarus.

Mr. Zelenskyy said he or-
dered the military and se-
curity agencies to prepare
a response and strengthen
northern defences. Mr. Lu-
kashenko has denied any
aggressive plans, declaring
Belarus will not enter the
conflict unless attacked.

Sergei Shoigu, Russia’s
former Defence Minister
and now secretary of its Se-
curity Council, also reject-
ed Mr. Zelenskyy’s claim,
describing it as a scare tac-
tic to attract more Western
aid for Kyiv.

But in a sign of growing
Western concern, French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron spoke to Mr. Lukash-
enko on May 24 to under-
score the risks for Belarus
of being dragged into the
war, their first call since the
invasion began.

Belarus’ Opposition
leader-in-exile, Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya, visited
Kyiv last week and empha-
sised that “Belarus must
never again become a
springboard for
aggression.”

According to official da-
ta, Belarus’ armed forces
have 48,600 troops, a tiny
force compared with Rus-
sia’s 1.5 million. In case of
war, Belarus is prepared to
mobilise 290,000, but they
would need weapons and
training to  become
combat-ready.

use Belarus as launchpad for new Ukrainian offensive:

Over four years ago, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko allowed longtime ally
Russia to use his territory to invade Ukraine.
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Belarus, which also borders NATO members Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, has hosted some
of Russia’s tactical nuclear weapons.
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In December, Russia announced that its latest intermediate range nuclear-capable Oreshnik
missile system entered service in Belarus.
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‘Carrot extract can

make fake ghee
dodge quality test’

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

The red-orange pigment
from carrots can make fake
ghee dodge a popular qual-
ity test to pass off as a pre-
mium product sourced
from cows, a new study
has found.

Researchers from the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (Banaras Hindu Un-
iversity) in Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh, have demonstrat-
ed that non-dairy fats, such
as palm oil and lard or ren-
dered pig fat, can be engi-
neered to mimic the Ra-
man spectral signature of
authentic cow ghee simply
by adding a beta-carotene-
rich carrot extract.

Cow ghee naturally con-
tains beta-carotene, res-
ponsible for its yellowish
colour. The researchers
are Vineet Sharma, Ajay
Kumar Bind, Shreyans K.
Jain, and Venkatanarayan
Ramanathan. Their study
has been published in the
latest issue of the Journal
of Raman Spectroscopy.

The findings, although
based on a small sample
size, raise concerns about
fraud in India’s premium
dairy market. They also

ly used by food regulators
and laboratories.

Named after Nobel lau-
reate C.V. Raman, Raman
spectroscopy is considered
a powerful analytical quali-
ty test. It acts as a molecu-
lar fingerprint to verify the
exact chemical composi-
tion, crystalline structure,
and purity of a substance.

The IIT (BHU) team in-
vestigated whether the
characteristic Raman sig-
natures associated with
cow ghee could be artifi-
cially recreated with other
fats. Previous studies have
treated three Raman spec-
tral peaks of beta-carotene
— at 1,006, 1,157, and 1,520
cm™ — as reliable markers
for authenticating cow
ghee. These peaks are of-
ten absent in non-dairy
fats.

To test the robustness of
these markers, the re-
searchers fortified samples
of lard and palm oil with
carotenoids extracted
from carrots. Both lard and
palm oil displayed the
same Raman peaks attri-
buted to cow ghee. The for-
tified fats also acquired the
yellow-orange colour simi-
lar to cow ghee, making

01J6. ‘Carrot extract can make fake ghee
dodge quality test’
IS T 37k Tehell ©Y T JOTAET TN&TOT & &=l

kel &

e Thered-orange pigment from carrots can make
fake ghee dodge a popular quality test to pass off as a
premium product sourced from cows, a hew study has
found.
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e Researchers from the Indian Institute of
Technology (Banaras Hindu University) in Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh, have demonstrated that non-dairy fats,
such as palm oil and lard or rendered pig fat, can be
engineered to mimic the Raman spectral signature of
authentic cow ghee simply by adding a beta-carotene-
rich carrot extract.
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e Cow ghee naturally contains beta-carotene,
responsible for its yellowish colour.
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e They also challenge the efficacy of Raman
spectroscopy, a rapid testing technique widely used by
food regulators and laboratories.
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Named after Nobel laureate C.V. Raman, Raman spectroscopy is considered a powerful
analytical quality test.
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It acts as a molecular fingerprint to verify the exact chemical composition, crystalline
structure, and purity of a substance.
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To test the robustness of these markers, the researchers fortified samples of lard and palm oil
with carotenoids extracted from carrots.
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Both lard and palm oil displayed the same Raman peaks attributed to cow ghee.
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The fortified fats also acquired the yellow-orange colour similar to cow ghee, making them
resemble the dairy product in appearance and spectroscopic profile.
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Webb telescope captures weather on
exoplanet 700 lightyears away

As state-of-the-art instruments like the Extremely Large Telescope, which Europe is currently building in northern Chile, become operational, astronomers could discove

many exoplanet nurseries around distant stars, increasing manifold the possibility of finding more extra-solar earth-ike planets and, who knows, even a true earth twin

Prakash Chandra
KOCHI
‘ ‘ loudy with a chance of

rain” — imagine
astronomers turning into
meteorologists and issuing
weather reports like this, but for alien
planets.

According to a new study published in
Science on May 21, scientists were able to
use the NASA James Webb Space
Telescope (JWST) to peer closely at an
exoplanet nearly 700 lightyears away, and
deciphered the weather patterns on it.

Named WASP-94A b, this exoplanet is
almost twice as large as Jupiter but with
only half the mass. It orbits very close to
its parent star — so close that it takes just
four days to complete a whole revolution.

Extreme worlds

Gas giants like WASP-94A b with
scorching atmospheric temperatures are
called ‘hot Jupiters’ and have their orbits
tidally locked, meaning their rotation is
synchronised with their revolution. As a
result, the same side of the planet always
faces the host star, much like the moon’s
tidally locked orbit keeps one side always
facing the earth.

WASP-94A b’s dayside is thus a
sweltering desert with temperatures hot
enough to melt rock while its nightside is
perennially dark and frozen as
temperatures dip to nearly absolute zero.

Astronomers have always been
intrigued by the bizarre weather patterns
on the 6,000 or so exoplanets they have
found so far. But in the absence of a
sufficiently powerful telescope, they have
had no way to study these far-flung
bodies.

NASA's launch of the James Webb
Space Telescope (JWST) in December
2021 was the gamechanger. The
unprecedented sensitivity of its
instruments — which allow the telescope
to discern the details on a small coin from
a distance of 50 km — has helped
scientists study exoplanets’ atmospheres
like never before. Many of these worlds
have turned out to be rocky; some are
even almost earth-like. But on some other
exoplanets, scientists have found extreme
temperatures and pressures producing
rain of molten metal and vaporised rock.
Still others have downpours of molten
glass pushed by supersonic winds. Some
gaseous exoplanets even have crystallised
carbon raining down as diamonds.

‘A world far beyond’

Hot Jupiters though are the most studied
exoplanets. The latest JWST discovery has
found that WASP-94A b in particular has a
dynamic weather system: its mornings are
blanketed in clouds of magnesium

An artistic rendering of WASP-94A b, a gas giant around 700 lightyears away. On this exoplanet, clouds build as air flows over the night side of the
planet, reaching a large swell by daybreak. They dissipate on the dayside, leaving clear skies in the early evening. HANNAH ROBBINS/JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

silicate, iron, and magnesium sulphide
while the evenings sport clear skies.

“The clouds appear to form on the
cooler night side of the planet, sweep
across the globe with extremely fast
winds, and then disappear as they reach
the hotter dayside,” Sagnick Mukherjee,
lead author of the study and a
postdoctoral fellow at Arizona State
University, said. “This is a direct
measurement of an extreme weather
cycle unfolding on a world far beyond our
Solar System.” Astronomers characterise
the atmospheres of distant exoplanets
using spectroscopy: light is split up into its
various wavelengths, followed by
measuring the intensity of each one. If the
planet has an atmosphere, it will absorb
some of the light. This will create a gap in
the set of wavelengths arriving at the
spectrometer. Since each molecule
absorbs light of fixed wavelengths, it is
easy to identify the compounds present in
the atmosphere.

Slow transit
“To do that, we need some way to
distinguish the planet’s light from the
stars,” Bruce Macintosh, director of the
University of California Observatories and
professor of astronomy and astrophysics,
said.

Prof. Macintosh, who was not part of
the research team, said the astronomers
used the transit method for their

discovery. “As the planet passes in front of
the star, its atmosphere absorbs starlight.
By studying exactly how that absorption
changes with time, you can see the
evidence that one side is cloudy and not
the other. And by studying different
wavelengths you can understand
composition,” he explained.

According to University of Géttingen
astrophysicist Lisa Nortmann, the
researchers seemed to have studied the
transit when the exoplanet passed slowly
in front of its star.

“Therefore, at different times of
observation, different parts of the planet
are in front of the star. This effect was
used in this study to ‘scan’ the planet’s
atmosphere at different locations and this
revealed that the atmospheric signal was
different for morning and evening sides,”
Dr. Nortmann, who was also not part of
the study, said.

A major challenge in studying
exoplanets, according to Dr. Mukherjee, is
that clouds can obscure what their
atmospheres are really made of.

“By separating the cloudy and clear
sides of WASP-94A b, we show that earlier
estimates of its composition can be
strongly biased,” he said. “More broadly,
the study demonstrates that
understanding weather patterns on
distant worlds is essential for learning
how planets across a wide range of sizes
(from earth-like rocky planets to

Neptune-like gas worlds and gas giants)
form, evolve, and differ from planets in
our own solar system.”

History of formation

Research like this could help astronomers
learn about the planetary architectures of
4.6 billion years ago when the
protoplanetary disk of gas and dust
around the Sun started evolving into this
Solar System. “The discs of material
around a young star form planets.
Different parts of that disc have different
compositions — ice, gas, dust particles,
etc.,” Prof. Macintosh said. By measuring
the composition, you can tell something
about the history of the formation (did it
form out of solid material first or gas?)
and even the location (did it form
somewhere too hot for ice?). And then
you can try and understand if the same
process that made a big hot Jupiter like
this could also make a smaller planet like
the earth.”

As state-of-the-art instruments like the
Extremely Large Telescope, which
Europe is currently building in northern
Chile, become operational, astronomers
could discover many exoplanet nurseries
around distant stars, increasing manifold
the possibility of finding more extra-solar
earth-like planets and, who knows, even a
true earth twin.

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail.com)
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As state-of-the-art instruments like the Extremely Large Telescope, which Europe is
currently building in northern Chile, become operational, astronomers could discover
many exoplanet nurseries around distant stars, increasing manifold the possibility of
finding more extra-solar earth-like planets and, who knows, even a true earth twin.

S-S T Z@rT e el 3 Afa iy o @ vaedarelt arer e S sramy o
3YFHIT FrAler g19r, Waerfae g arl & AU HAF AT A-ATT ! Y Tl FI TFhd
¢, o arfe qed-gger areg-wit 718t U Weraa: areafas gedt-grgat a6 e i demmaen

&S [T ¢ STeat|

According to a new study published in Science on May 21, scientists were able to use the
NASA James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) to peer closely at an exoplanet nearly 700
lightyears away, and deciphered the weather patterns on it.
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21 #$ T AFH GF3HT H 1R Teh 7T IETA & AR, dAltehl o ATHT S+ a9 T
ETRFRT (JWST) T ST e o137 700 FhT2T-aY ¥ FEUT Teh STETE I FEH 3Telollehel
foRaT T agt & Al#T Y T aas|

Named WASP-94A b, this exoplanet is almost twice as large as Jupiter but with only half the
mass.

WASP-94A b dTH® Ig deddlg 3ThR :ﬁ'ra;?crﬁr@rwm QI %‘, %saw G AT chdel
TR

It orbits very close to its parent star — so close that it takes just four days to complete a whole
revolution.

TE 319 Hel R & A TAehe TRHAT AT § — 3da f¥ehe for 38 var ot aRemar ey 7
FHaol IR e oot £

Extreme worlds
TWH TR

Gas giants like WASP-94A b with scorching atmospheric temperatures are called ‘hot
Jupiters’ and have their orbits tidally locked, meaning their rotation is synchronised with
their revolution.

WASP-94A b S 3caftieh 30T aRgHS e AT9HT aTel 311 faeimer gl 1 ‘gle sqfed’ et
ST & AT 3eTeht aTT STRIT T § TGS I §, 7ATC SoTehT GUTeT 3eTehl TREhAT o A1
Ao glaT &

As a result, the same side of the planet always faces the host star, much like the moon’s
tidally locked orbit keeps one side always facing the earth.

38 IRUTHETEY I8 T TET 19T Hed 391 Hel R I IR TET &, Seh 38T TohR I g #AT Y
SARI 3TEEY FHET & HRUT 3HHT Teh &1 AT Hed AT i HR G g

WASP-94A b’s dayside is thus a sweltering desert with temperatures hot enough to melt rock
while its nightside is perennially dark and frozen as temperatures dip to nearly absolute zero.

9 YR WASP-94A b & T aTell $RT 37cdd dod FASEY S SIAT §, STal A9 aeellt
fRrereitet forefetr 3iferen &, STifeh gaepT AMIHICT HIT Hd IHUHRAL 3R TH §C T A WA &
FLieh ATTHTET SaT8T3T IRA e cTeh IR ST E |

Many of these worlds have turned out to be rocky; some are even almost earth-like.
SoTH W 3eleh TER TUe IV A1V §; F05 ol SHITe79T Geir-ager o g1

But on some other exoplanets, scientists have found extreme temperatures and pressures
producing rain of molten metal and vaporised rock.

fohq o 3o STEAeTe! T AATAHT o IcaTte aTaAT va g hr v g feafeat ot § st
TrErelr g5 &g 3R aTsdiepet Teett r T el &

Still others have downpours of molten glass pushed by supersonic winds.

O 3T Tgl R AfAeafals Tawit gaRT Fenfard frerer ge ia 1 aui @i &

Some gaseous exoplanets even have crystallised carbon raining down as diamonds.

Fo I aTegerg! W A frrceied Fae ER]Y & & 7 ast HaT §

‘A world far beyond’

Hot Jupiters though are the most studied exoplanets.

gleilieh gic SIFAH FalTeieh LT fhT 91T STETE & |

The latest JWST discovery has found that WASP-94A b in particular has a dynamic weather
system: its mornings are blanketed in clouds of magnesium silicate, iron, and magnesium
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sulphide while the evenings sport clear skies.

FATTH JWST @I H g7 7 & for [T &7 & WASP-94A b R we aifaiar Algw a3
ez §: gl i gae HAeahfArs Rforehe, dig TUT ATRITH Fehiss & diedl 3 Aresliad
&l §, STafeh Qe & HY 3113l O BT 8

“The clouds appear to form on the cooler night side of the planet, sweep across the globe with
extremely fast winds, and then disappear as they reach the hotter dayside,” Sagnick
Mukherjee, lead author of the study and a postdoctoral fellow at Arizona State University,
said.

IETGA o YW AW YT TR Fee IfAafier & drecsiacel tell fders H@sit = e,
“THT Tl 81T & o STerel 18 3 319aTTehdl AicTer TAehTelleT 19T F SoTd &, 37cddl Al Yail & |1
R IE T herct § IR R 31freh 3507 T ael #1191 e ol R fareqe g ol 817

Astronomers characterise the atmospheres of distant exoplanets using spectroscopy: light is
split up into its various wavelengths, followed by measuring the intensity of each one.

GaCITdE GIEY STEFIUE! o AGHSH I TARATOT FAFSREHIIT & ATCTH T hicl 8: FHH Tl &l
3T faffesT aereeat & Rsnfara fnar smar § aur g3 i digar Ay s &

If the planet has an atmosphere, it will absorb some of the light.

I1e 3¢ & U ATGHSS Il §, Tl Ig o TehIRT T AN X AAT 8|

This will create a gap in the set of wavelengths arriving at the spectrometer.
mmqu@mma:wﬁwmmﬁmm

Since each molecule absorbs light of fixed wavelengths, it is easy to identify the compounds
present in the atmosphere.

ek Tedeh 30T AR TRITGES & TehTel Y NS 9T &, AT argase # 39Terd
ITITent ST TETeT Shlall Tl 81 ST & |

Slow transit
AT IRETHT

“To do that, we need some way to distinguish the planet’s light from the stars,” Bruce
Macintosh, director of the University of California Observatories and professor of
astronomy and astrophysics, said.

“UHT ¥t & ToIT &3 TG S TSI I TR & FhIRT F 3719 IgTelel T IS e AT,
FfAafddr 3t Fawiferar sifeardedisr & feers qur @ane faare v @eer sfifahr & diher
| Afdpeerer 1 Tl

“As the planet passes in front of the star, its atmosphere absorbs starlight.”

‘SIS 915 AR o AIHA § TR &, TS SHHT AIHS TRT 3 FehTel T M AT 517

“By studying exactly how that absorption changes with time, you can see the evidence that
one side is cloudy and not the other.”

“HAYT & AU 38 HIAYOT H glot aTel TRAAA! T TEleh HEATeT I Tg oWT ol FoheT ¢ 1 TG
T Ueh 1197 STcell & TERT & STefeh g@r =¥er|”

“And by studying different wavelengths you can understand composition,” he explained.

“3HR faffest aieTeEat #1 3reTaet Ftdh 3HHT TAAT I THST ST HhelT §,” 3ogled TISC fhaT|

According to University of Gottingen astrophysicist Lisa Nortmann, the researchers
seemed to have studied the transit when the exoplanet passed slowly in front of its star.

Ifaafiér it AT T @oner siifcieniae; ST ATEAT & 3TER, AMerhclisit o 39 T
URATHA T T [haT ST STETIE 3791 AR & ATHA 8§ GR-UR I T8T 27|

“Therefore, at different times of observation, different parts of the planet are in front of the
star.”

“SATOT, el 3 TPt T UX 378 & IeT-3HeTaT 19T AR & A gl &1
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“This effect was used in this study to ‘scan’ the planet’s atmosphere at different locations and
this revealed that the atmospheric signal was different for morning and evening sides,” Dr.
Nortmann, who was also not part of the study, said.

“wqmmmﬁmwﬁ%$a@mﬁﬁ%¥mw‘m FeT & foIw fRar
I AR SHA Ig I Tell 3 Fog 3R AT arel #1913 FIT ARGHS NG Hehel 3TelaT-37e1e1 A" 3.
ATCHT, S 57 7¢I o T3ear Y &Y of, F Farl

History of formation

faraTor F 1 sfasm

Research like this could help astronomers learn about the planetary architectures of 4.6 billion
years ago when the protoplanetary disk of gas and dust around the Sun started evolving
into this Solar System.

SH YR T 2 GNeIfaa] 1 4.6 3R aY G T I8 T3 & aR F SATefel 7 F@rIar Y
Hehel &, 519 TF & TRI 3N I 3R e T grereaaedy Bew fAafaa giex s a#Ase
foHToT e ey ot

“The discs of material around a young star form planets.”

“Teh JaT AR & °URT 3R el qere) i f3&h gt b foeHior e &1

“Different parts of that disc have different compositions — ice, gas, dust particles, etc.,” Prof.
Macintosh said.

“39 T3%h o TafHest 1Tt BT AT 3elaT-3elaT Blcll & — 518 ah, I, LeT 0T 3TTE,” TIhe
HAfcheerer o Fell

As state-of-the-art instruments like the Extremely Large Telescope, which Europe is
currently building in northern Chile, become operational, astronomers could discover many

exoplanet nurseries around distant stars, increasing manifold the possibility of finding more
extra-solar earth-like planets and, who knows, even a true earth twin.

S-S AT @Ry ey el # TR & o W@ varedierelt aret TelehIa Sl ey fae
3YHOT RIS §i9Y, TINCATAE GIEY TARI & AU 3Teieh AEFAE SAeHATYell bl TIST X Hebel
&, oy sifres qed)-ager area-al a7gt qur E3ad: aredfae qedt-sysdt 75 ekt i Fema
&g [T 96 S|
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From students to authors, users turn to Al
detectors despite questions over accuracy

Al text detectors are used to identify Al-generated writing, but concerns persist over their accuracy as they can produce false positives and false

negatives; cases involving authors accused of using Al have triggered debate over whether these tools are reliable enough to determine authenticity

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
ince OpenAl’s ChatGPT debuted
in 2022, users have been
experimenting with Al to write
and publish human-sounding
content at scale. According to a May 2026
report by digital consulting firm Graphite,
the number of “primarily Al-generated”
articles published on the internet equals
the number written by humans.

While the research methodology is
debatable, its findings point to a growing
need for transparency in authorship as
readers want to know whether
government circulars, work emails, social
media captions, academic papers, text
messages, news articles, and even books
were written by humans or chatbots.

Al-detection toolmakers claim their
products are dependable and that readers
who want to know whether something
was written using Al or not can use them
to confirm the authenticity of content.
But how accurate are these tools in
spotting Al generated text?

How are Al text detectors used?
Popular Al text detection tools are easy to
access online, catering to a wide variety
of users such as students, educators,
social media managers, business experts,
and content creators.

They tout high accuracy rates and
training standards. Some of these
platforms offer free trials or limited
checks where the user can paste a short
text passage and have it analysed for signs
of Al-generated or Al-assisted content. In
order to evaluate longer drafts or get help
in editing Al text, users will have to sign
up for a paid plan.

Multiple Al text detectors also offer

plagiarism checking features, or
“humanisers” that claim to make
Al-generated content look more natural,
so as to evade detection by other Al text
detectors.

As frontier Al models from companies
such as OpenAl, Google, and Anthropic
continue to mature and produce more
human-sounding text with fewer
machine-generated “tells,” these Al text
detection tools must evolve in tandem or
risk throwing out inaccurate results.

Some popular Al text detection tools
include Pangram, Quillbot, ZeroGPT,
Grammarly, and Turnitin.

Can Al text detectors be trusted?
This is the billion-dollar question —
literally speaking. As Generative Al tools
become accessible to just about anyone
with an internet connection, people
worldwide are looking for ways to detect
Al-generated writing. Meanwhile, many
writers want to hide their reliance on Al
models for reputational reasons.

Al text detectors are still prone to
producing false negatives, where they
classify Al-generated work as being
human-made, or false positives, where
they classify original human work as
being partially or wholly Al-generated.
The latter is an urgent problem, as it can
lead to disciplinary action being taken
against students and academics, even if
they developed their work through
honest means. False positives can also
lead to social media trolling and
career-impacting consequences.

‘Turnitin, in particular, has seen several
such cases and admitted to the potential
for false positives. The company noted
that it was a “powerful tool” but “not
infallible.”

More worryingly, the company’s

website noted that “literary flair or a
scholarly voice that strays from the norm
can throw Turnitin for a loop,” leading to
confusion when assessing the uniqueness
of writing.

When The Hindu ran 186 words of a
2010 Pulitzer prize-winning foreign
journalism feature through several
trending Al detection platforms, the
results varied wildly: Pangram and
Quillbot both classified the text as being
100% human written, while ZeroGPT said
that it was 49.9% AL

Pangram is often cited as a trusted Al
text detector on social media; it claims to
detect Al-generated content with 99.98%
accuracy, and stated it was reviewed
positively by third parties including the
University of Maryland and the University
of Chicago.

Pangram’s popularity is also due to
efforts by CEO and co-founder Max Spero,
who actively promotes the tool on X
(formerly Twitter) and cites its results to
claim outright that trending pieces were
generated with AL On the flip side,
Pangram has also stated that for text
under 75 words, the results may be less
accurate.

This brings up another problem: how
much trust can everyday users place in
the accuracy of commercial Al text
detectors when their very business
models depend on users signing up to
paid plans in order to access Al text
“humanisers” and other rewriting tools?

Have Al text detectors been used to
accuse authors?

In March 2026, American author Mia
Ballard’s horror novel Shy Girl was
cancelled by publisher Hachette over
allegations of Al writing, while Ms. Ballard
was trolled online. Two months later, the

Commonwealth Foundation defended its
judging process after a few regional
winners of its 2026 Commonwealth Short
Story Prize were hit with Al accusations —
namely the Trinidadian writer of East
Indian heritage, Jamir Nazir, whose story
The Serpent in the Grove was one of the
five shortlisted winners.

In both cases, many social media users
cited the results of Al text detectors in
order to claim that the works of authors
Mia Ballard and Jamir Nazir showed signs
of being Al-generated. Specifically,
Pangram was used to accuse both Ms.
Ballard and Mr. Nazir of submitting Al
writing. Though some users feel that
being flagged by Al text detectors was
clear evidence of creative dishonesty,
others fear these still-experimental Al
tools could wrongly damage the careers
of authors and academics.

Razmi Farook, Director-General of the
Commonwealth Foundation, stated that
Al checkers were not used in the 2026
short story judging process. She was
concerned about the ethical implications
of submitting “unpublished original
work” to an Al checker.

Ms. Farook further expressed
disappointment at how the work of other
feted writers and winners had faced
scrutiny; Pangram Al published results
claiming that it found more stories
showing signs of Al use among the 2026
and 2025 Commonwealth short story
prize winners.

All the shortlisted writers this year had
personally stated that no Al was used,
according to Ms. Farook, who highlighted
that Al detection tools were “not unfailing
or infallible,” and that the competition
had to operate on the principle of trust
until a reliable detection process was
available.

01J6. From students to authors, users turn to Al detectors despite questions
over accuracy

HERAT W et & aTaelg feardf § aa ows a5 Al BTl AR T@ @ §

Al text detectors are used to identify Al-generated writing, but concerns persist over
their accuracy as they can produce false positives and false negatives; cases involving
authors accused of using Al have triggered debate over whether these tools are
reliable enough to determine authenticity.

Al TFFE FaFel &1 39T Al-Sifae et Y ugare w3 & fore fomam Sirar @, R et
FETHaT F A Tt 7ol g8 § 741 & o FFRIcHs 3R T AHReHs TR & THD §
Al & 3UART & IRIGT § 3 AGH! & AHAL & $H 91T R T6H $I oA 541 ¢ O 731 3 3901

AT aT fuiRa F36 & e goicg 70 @ Reaaig §

Since OpenAl’s ChatGPT debuted in 2022, users have been experimenting with Al to write
and publish human-sounding content at scale.

2022 H OpenAl & ChatGPT & UaIquT & dTg ¥ YRRl Al T 91T 53 YA I ATT-HG 20

AT forEey 3R gHRIg e & T /B &

According to a May 2026 report by digital consulting firm Graphite, the number of “primarily
Al-generated” articles published on the internet equals the number written by humans.

f3fStee ST Shuel ABEE HT 7S 2026 I RUIE & AR, elelc TR FhRId “FEId: Al-
Stferd” orgl T §E&ar AlTal SarT fold 1T Sl & s g Thr g
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Some popular Al text detection tools include Pangram, Quillbot, ZeroGPT, Grammarly, and
Turnitin.

TS AR AT Al TFE fFUeT 3T & Pangram, Quillbot, ZeroGPT, Grammarly ik
Turnitin A 1

The latter is an urgent problem, as it can lead to disciplinary action being taken against
students and academics, even if they developed their work through honest means.

ca{r Feufd veh 18I wHET &, i s8eh RO ezt 3k Retiaer & favey
TRAEATCHE HNATS 81 Hehell 8, 3ol &1 3egiat 3T I SAFCR el ¥ IR famam gl
False positives can also lead to social media trolling and career-impacting consequences.
TSl HhRIcH TROTH HRTer HSAT AT TAT HRIR T THTAT el dTel GSTROTHAT
HROT Y 5T ol &1

When The Hindu ran 186 words of a 2010 Pulitzer prize-winning foreign journalism feature
through several trending Al detection platforms, the results varied wildly: Pangram and
Quillbot both classified the text as being 100% human written, while ZeroGPT said that it
was 49.9% Al.

519 & iR ¥ 2010 & gfAcor WEhR fastar facel ToehIRdr o & 186 2sel 1 s wh O Al
T3 CoIehial O Sire & foIT Yl o, ot TROT 3eafers: e 3@ Pangram 31
Quillbot = & 100% ATTa-foifld sam, STafeh ZeroGPT =1 38 49.9% Al-STfeid gifva fomam|

Pangram’s popularity is also due to efforts by CEO and co-founder Max Spero, who actively
promotes the tool on X (formerly Twitter) and cites its results to claim outright that trending
pieces were generated with Al.

Pangram T elerIIdT 38 CEO 31X HE-HEATTeh AFH TR & TATAT & HROT 7 g, 5 X (T
H TfAeR) IR 38 39T HI Tfhd TaR Xd & AR 8% TRUTAT &1 3YI1T Tg E1aT et & (ol
X ¢ o afda Al Al g@RT IR FT T 7|
Specifically, Pangram was used to accuse both Ms. Ballard and Mr. Nazir of submitting Al
writing.

%&T@?@@r Pangram T 3UZ1aT & Selrs 3R AT 7SR 2kl T Al-STfele Sl el et &l
3RIY ofeTTe & Torw o ara|

She was concerned about the ethical implications of submitting “unpublished original work” to
an Al checker.

3¢ IR HIeTh T3 Sl Al SiTel STRIUT 7 TEIT A o aifcteh FoTAT T ooy Feier
oAY|

Ms. Farook further expressed disappointment at how the work of other feted writers and
winners had faced scrutiny; Pangram Al published results claiming that it found more stories
showing signs of Al use among the 2026 and 2025 Commonwealth short story prize winners.

AT BTeh o S ST X 8 ToRre sarerdt 1 1o 31wy GifSadt orgeht 3R fasicnait T Ter=rd sft
HeE & R F 3T 3S; Pangram Al & ¥ 9RO YR fort fS=1e grar foar aram i 2026 3iR
2025 o HiFAIeY TLRAT RERR TSI H Al ST oh Hehel dTell 3R 3178 hgifaral a1$
TS|
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Conflict in West Asia spurs interest in European-made sustainable aviation fuels

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

At a plant near Frankfurt,
in Germany, hydrogen and
carbon dioxide sourced
from a chlorine factory
and a biogas facility nearby
are piped into a reactor,
and after a few more steps
turned into jet fuel.

Interest in such synthet-
ic propellants is growing as
the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran
pushes Europe to reassess
its dependencies, raising
hopes of a turnaround for
the struggling sector, ac-
cording to  industry
experts.

The conflict “made the
business case for e-SAF
much stronger,” said Mar-
iano Berkenwald, head of
strategy at Ineratec, the

firm operating the Frank-
furt facility.

‘Climate friendly”

Before the war squeezed
Europe’s jet fuel supplies,
electro-Sustainable  Avia-
tion Fuel (e-SAF), was lar-
gely touted for its climate
friendly credentials.

Doing away with oil, it
can reduce by 90% planet
warming emissions from
aviation — itself responsi-
ble for up to 4% of all
greenhouse gases released
in the European Union,
proponents say.

Brussels has made it a
key component of a push
to green up transport,
mandating fuel suppliers
to blend at least 1.2% of the
stuff into the kerosene
made available at EU air-

ports by 2030 and 35% by
2050. But the sector has
struggled to take off,
bogged down by high costs
and low investments.
Founded 10 years ago,
Ineratec launched produc-
tion last year, and its small
German facility is current-
ly the only one in Europe
making the propellant.
About 40 more projects
under development are
stuck in a rut, unable to se-
cure the funding needed to
start production plants,
said Camille Mutrelle of ad-
vocacy group Transport &
Environment (T&E).
Europe needs roughly
nine more bigger factories
to meet the 2030 target but
“we still have zero”, she
said.
Ineratec’s plant churns

Brussels has mandated fuel suppliers to blend 1.29% of the synthetic
propellant into kerosene made available at EU airports by 2030. ap

out some 2,500 tonnes of
fuel a year, enough to pow-
er only about 50 transat-
lantic flights.

With the clock ticking,
Brussels, which recently
scaled down the ambition
of other climate goals, not-

ably for cars, has been un-
der pressure to scrap the
target or at least the hefty
fines suppliers would face
for not meeting it. The in-
dustry was braced for a re-
view of the mandate due
next year.

It now believes the war
in West Asia and the result-
ing closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, a key shipping
lane for global gas and oil,
might have changed the
momentum.

Defence interest
Since its key ingredients
can be sourced entirely in
Europe, e-SAF has drawn
attention from military
forces, which worry about
the ready availability of
fuel to power fighter jets,
helicopters and other vehi-
cles - and could pay a pre-
mium for it, according to
Matteo Mirolo, an aviation
consultant specialising in
sustainable fuels.

E-SAF costs about 10
times more than kerosene
and even supporters con-

cede it is unlikely to ever
match the price of its fossil
fuel-based rival.

Germany’s armed forces
recently tested Ineratec’s
fuel. And other govern-
ments are known to have
expressed interest in build-
ing capacity, said Ms. Mu-
trelle.

“The current crisis is a
wake-up call regarding Eu-
rope’s energy indepen-
dence,” said Ourania Geor-
goutsakou, managing
director of Airlines for Eu-
rope, a civil aviation lobby
group.

Making sustainable fuels
cheaper and more readily
available should be “an ur-
gent strategic priority”,
she added.

Doubts over the sector
and low prospective re-

turns meant that energy
majors have so far largely
stayed away, preferring to
invest in biofuels, said Ms.
Mutrelle.

Derived from waste,
these propellants are also
part of the EU’s climate
plans.

But production often re-
lies on waste oil and fat im-
ports from China, which
makes them less palatable
from a security of supply
perspective.

The European Commis-
sion said it was considering
the establishment of an EU
financing mechanism for e-
SAF to support develop-
ment. “We need home-
grown energy, including
fuels and aviation fuels,” a
commission spokesperson
said.

01J6. Conflict in West Asia spurs interest in European-made sustainable
aviation fuels

TREH TR & §o & T # 99 Rer> RATee St & 3 woré

‘Climate friendly’

At a plant near Frankfurt, in Germany, hydrogen and carbon dioxide sourced from a chlorine
factory and a biogas facility nearby are piped into a reactor, and after a few more steps turned

into jet fuel.

ST & Sherhe & I T8 Ueh T & FoiRlel therdl 3R e 1 St giaem & gred
gEgIoTel AR e ST83iieraTss &1 Ruaet # 3T ST § 3R Fo Tihansil & are 39 o $ua &

oo fear Arar g

Interest in such synthetic propellants is growing as the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran pushes
Europe to reassess its dependencies, raising hopes of a turnaround for the struggling sector,
according to industry experts.

3T FAAWAT & HTHR $T0T TR IANKT-FIIST el o JUT T 3911 eReanait shr

TAHEATE e & forw afd frar g, e W i Sual A s e W e i daT mw sw
& H GUR 1 351 Sl g |

The conflict “made the business case for e-SAF much stronger,” said Mariano Berkenwald,
head of strategy at Ineratec, the firm operating the Frankfurt facility.

Shehthe T TelTTelel it dTell Shiell gaRed o (0TI T ARITAT IXFerares = Fel & 5q
Y o “e-SAF & IadT A Agcd a#rqu HG ST AT & 1”

‘STeraryg Aelhel’
9 9N

Before the war squeezed Europe’s jet fuel supplies, electro-Sustainable Aviation Fuel (e-
SAF), was largely touted for its climate friendly credentials.

Wﬁqﬁmaﬁqaﬁrm%‘mmﬁwﬁaaﬁg%ﬁ, e golFel-gEeATe TTaTere el
(e-SAF) I FTT T A 38 STedry 3iefehel oM & forw gari ferar Srar

Doing away with oil, it can reduce by 90% planet warming emissions from aviation — itself

responsible for up to 4% of all greenhouse gases released in the European Union,

proponents say.

THYDT T heell & Toh ol T SYAT FATCT Feh Ig [aHTTT & glat dTel 3fRaeh dA19 e f&r Sedolat
T 90% oIk FHH Y Hhcll ©, STaTeh AT Fag JUNT Fer 7 ScHTSId For Metgr3w A4 ahr
SIS 4% fewar B
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Brussels has made it a key component of a push to green up transport, mandating fuel
suppliers to blend at least 1.2% of the stuff into the kerosene made available at EU airports by
2030 and 35% by 2050.

FASH o1 38 IRAG I gRA ATl hT 39T VsTeAT AT THE foeam =12 & AR Soa
3MYfciehciT3il ST 2030 Teh EU §aTS3TSST IR STt i Tlet H s & e 1.2% 31N 2050 dh
35% e-SAF e &1 fader g &1

But the sector has struggled to take off, bogged down by high costs and low investments.
ifehet g 819 3T et 3R e feder 3 HROT AT AT 9¢ T B

Founded 10 years ago, Ineratec launched production last year, and its small German facility
is currently the only one in Europe making the propellant.

103‘#@?@?%#%3@‘%?&%%5&% BT FTHT TIF IdATT 7
T T TRATT TAT AT § T TG $UT 717 @7 &

About 40 more projects under development are stuck in a rut, unable to secure the funding
needed to start production plants, said Camille Mutrelle of advocacy group Transport &
Environment (T&E).

TsAlhH HIHg TUIE U3 TAaRRAAC (T&E) 1 Hforer Fger o gt foh fashramelier orarstar 40
3T IRATSATE 1T FETarelT o 37977 7 37ehr g5 &l

Europe needs roughly nine more bigger factories to meet the 2030 target but “we still have
zero”, she said.

3egiet gl Toh 2030 & of&T ol TN el oh Tl JAY T SIS 1 I3 HRTA el HTARIAhT &,
oIfhet “378%r 8ff AR UTH U S AGT § 1

Ineratec’s plant churns out some 2,500 tonnes of fuel a year, enough to power only about 50
transatlantic flights.

ST T AT FTAdY TIITHIT 2,500 T ST FATAT &, ST ha ol AT 50 TH-3TCe e 33T
& foT gAfeq 1

With the clock ticking, Brussels, which recently scaled down the ambition of other climate
goals, notably for cars, has been under pressure to scrap the target or at least the hefty fines
suppliers would face for not meeting it.

THY ol A didel o A1Y sled, TSI gl §1 H FRI ¥ 3 3+ STeflary oiedl i il fohar g, W
3T o8 I Gl IT e A el U YT o Flel TR ST dTel $TRY S[ATAT bl o el I &o1d TG
gl

The industry was braced for a review of the mandate due next year.

SN J1TCr A BNeY aTelT 3 STy Y THNAT 3 Forw F |

It now believes the war in West Asia and the resulting closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a key
shipping lane for global gas and oil, might have changed the momentum.

319 Seer o faeara § fon aftesr vl & geu 3R ARas do va 31 & Jow T AT ghls
STASHATHALY o ¢ gl & IRIEATaT Ieof 15 § |

Defence interest

T&TT &7 hr

Since its key ingredients can be sourced entirely in Europe, e-SAF has drawn attention from
military forces, which worry about the ready availability of fuel to power fighter jets, helicopters
and other vehicles.

Fieh 38 THE Teeh T A6 JUT & 3T g1 Teho! ¢, FHTAT e-SAF o Al deil b eret
3R foham §, Toreg o151 faaTatt, geltenicet 3R 31 aTgail & ToIT SeiT T Iuefetrelm 1 f=idr
el

And could pay a premium for it, according to Matteo Mirolo, an aviation consultant
specialising in sustainable fuels.
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1S Sereit & TaRAvSTsT faATeTeT FolgehR AT A o 3TER Ao Fof 38 forw 1R
1A T 1 3 IR Y W B

E-SAF costs about 10 times more than kerosene and even supporters concede it is unlikely to
ever match the price of its fossil fuel-based rival.

e-SAF T STITel T8 & ST 10 T[T 31Tereh & 3R 58 Todeh ot ATl € o Ig emare; avefr
sﬂmnéﬂa}nﬂmﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁq@wl

Germany’s armed forces recently tested Ineratec’s fuel.

STHeAT T TeAT o1 GTeT &1 7 FACH h SET T II&TT FohaT|

And other governments are known to have expressed interest in building capacity, said Ms.
Mutrelle.

AT 7 F gt T 3150 TXRT o 877 ScTeet 41T [aehtad &det 7 & fe@ms B

“The current crisis is a wake-up call regarding Europe’s energy independence,” said Ourania
Georgoutsakou, managing director of Airlines for Europe, a civil aviation lobby group.

AR FAATAT Al TG TAATSH BR AT 1 Tt e 3T ATATSHTRIS o e,
“TAHAT Hhe JUT T ST T & T AT §1”

Making sustainable fuels cheaper and more readily available should be “an urgent strategic
priority”, she added.

3781 el T feaTa Seat ot I&aT 3R 318 3T ST “Ueh dlcehlfeleh 0T [
g fAFdr gl Afgv]

Doubts over the sector and low prospective returns meant that energy majors have so far
largely stayed away, preferring to invest in biofuels, said Ms. Mutrelle.

AT Tl o e Toh 38 819 1 ooy Hog IR ot THITAA ST oh HRUT TST Fiofl Shufaldi 379 e
SHY g W1 § 3N ot Suat 7 fovaer &t yrafAwar g @ g

Derived from waste, these propellants are also part of the EU’s climate plans.

R U ool A ST 8 EU T STefary ArsTai3it 1 fear &1

But production often relies on waste oil and fat imports from China, which makes them less
palatable from a security of supply perspective.

olfhet Sofent Scureet e et & 3T 3r9fArse der 3N g@r W AR Farg, forad amgfed
FRET & SfSChIVT § Tg FHA 39GFd g ST & |

The European Commission said it was considering the establishment of an EU financing
mechanism for e-SAF to support development.

TR AT 3 gl 7o T e-SAF & denrd & G & folw EU faadivor o F1fid &iet .
[ERIRETE G

“We need homegrown energy, including fuels and aviation fuels,” a commission
spokesperson said.

3TTYIT & Yaercll o1 hgT, “GH el T I [Aehf&el ST bt 3rarearenalt &, Toras $uet AR faamer=
gy o enfaa &1

GS Paper Ill: Internal Security 01 June 2026
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01J6 | General Subramani takes charge as CDS; lays emphasis on ‘JAI

STl HATOT & CDS FT ISR FHTAT; JAP W fear IR

01J6 | Admiral Swaminathan takes charge as 27th chief of Navy

wsfie Faliarye & FeT ¥ 273 THE F T 7 TSR FeTer
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oramani

takes charge as CDS;
lays emphasis on JAT

NEW DELHI

General N.S. Raja Subra-
mani on Sunday assumed
charge as India’s third
Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) and Secretary, De-
partment of Military
Affairs.

Soon after assuming of-
fice, General Subramani
paid tribute to fallen sol-
diers by laying a wreath at
the National War Memorial
in New Delhi. He was later
accorded a ceremonial Tri-
Services Guard of Honour
at South Block.

Addressing reporters,
the new CDS expressed
gratitude for the trust re-
posed in the armed forces
and reaffirmed his com-
mitment to strengthening
national security through
greater integration among
the services. “The Indian
Army, Navy, Air Force, Mi-
nistry of Defence, strategic
institutions and all stake-
holders stand united as
part of the Whole of Nation
approach to strengthen In-
dia’s security,” he said.

He said the armed forc-
es would work towards im-
plementing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
“JAI” - Jointness, Atma
Nirbharta (self-sufficien-
cy), and Innovation. He

Gen. N.S. Raja Subramani

said organisational re-
forms aimed at enhancing
synergy, integration, and
operational effectiveness
among the three services
would remain a key focus
area. “Atma Nirbharta is a
central pillar of our nation-
al security. We will acceler-
ate the development, in-
duction, and integration of
indigenous weapons in our
armed forces,” he said,
while stressing the need
for innovation in thought
and action.

A highly decorated offic-
er with more than four de-
cades of service, General
Subramani was commis-
sioned into the Garhwal Ri-
fles in December 1985. He
has held several key com-
mand and staff appoint-
ments, including General
Officer Commanding 2
Corps, GOC-in-C Central
Command, and Vice Chief
of the Army Staff.

approach & dgd Tehole & 1"

e He said the armed forces would work towards implementing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of “JAI” — Jointness, Atma Nirbharta (self-sufficiency), and Innovation.

3ogiol hal foh TUET Tl TUTTHAT A%g AT & “JAI” — SATSeaAd, HTcATIRAr iR FAa=R — F
GTSCehIUT T oI9] it T femm 3 R T |

¢ He said organisational reforms aimed at enhancing synergy, integration, and operational
effectiveness among the three services would remain a key focus area.

01J6. General Subramani takes
charge as CDS; lays emphasis on
‘JAP

Sl FAATOT & CDS HT TEHR HHTT,

JAP X fear SR

e General N.S. Raja Subramani on
Sunday assumed charge as India’s third Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) and Secretary,
Department of Military Affairs.

STeITel UeT.TH. Tl YAATOY o IR 1 7R
Y o 3T 3| FeTw (CDS) aur g Aat
& fasmmer & I & T F IGHR GHTe|

e Soon after assuming office, General
Subramani paid tribute to fallen soldiers by
laying a wreath at the National War Memorial in
New Delhi.

UEHR THTeT & Il §1e; SToliel A0l o 71§
feeelt e I geyr TARE oX guesh hd
T AEIG, feTent T SEETSIToT Al

e He was later accorded a ceremonial Tri-
Services Guard of Honour at South Block.

g% §IC, 3o¢ AI3Y selih H 3io=ne F-dar s
3T 3T YaTeT R araT|

e Addressing reporters, the new CDS
expressed gratitude for the trust reposed in the
armed forces and reaffirmed his commitment to

strengthening national security through greater
integration among the services.

ﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁaﬂﬁgvav CDS & T Falt
QR ST 3T faRard o forw 3R sgard foar 3k
JATHT & T 37TF ThHIHIOT oh AT T IS
GRET T A Ft T 3T FfTaeerelr QeS|

e “The Indian Army, Navy, Air Force,
Ministry of Defence, strategic institutions and
all stakeholders stand united as part of the
Whole of Nation approach to strengthen India’s
security,” he said.

<hT FR&TT T FTd YA & foIT Whole of Nation
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3ogiel gl foh il V13T & ST dTeidel, ThiauT R afarele IHTaeiierdT dgre & 3652 8
fohT SITeY aTer HaTaTIcHeh UR T Hishd 815 51 16|
e “Atma Nirbharta is a central pillar of our national security. We will accelerate the

development, induction, and integration of indigenous weapons in our armed forces,” he said,
while stressing the need for innovation in thought and action.

3giel g, “HICATAIRAT GHNY TSI G T Ueh hald 97 8| §H 9ot HEH deil 7 Tl
&Y & e, A fFT SiTer 3R ThaoT Y Ui &Y def e, I1 &Y 3+6i faar 3R
FRT F TR T 3MTTSHaT W AR e2T|

¢ A highly decorated officer with more than four decades of service, General Subramani was
commissioned into the Garhwal Rifles in December 1985.

TR ERAehT W 37TeIeh T YaT alel 3TcT eI FFATTI HTARRY STollel GHTOT T feday 1985 #

ISATA ASHoH H HARIA TR AT

e He has held several key command and staff appointments, including General Officer
Commanding 2 Corps, GOC-in-C Central Command, and Vice Chief of the Army Staff.

3glel s AEcaqul HATS 3R T gaT W & fonar g, forerst srerter sitfeer Faifser 2 ey,

Sir3r-ga- deo FAT3, 3R I 6w 36 3 Ferw i §1

Admiral Swaminathan takes
charge as 27th chief of Navy

Admiral Krishna Swami-
nathan on Sunday as-
sumed charge as the 27th
Chief of the Naval Staff
(CNS) of the Indian Navy,
succeeding Admiral Di-
nesh Kumar Tripathi, who
retired after over 41 years
of service.

Soon after taking over
the command of the mari-
time force, Admiral Swami-
nathan reaffirmed the Na-
vy’s commitment to
protecting national and
economic interests amid
an increasingly complex
regional security environ-
ment. Speaking to repor-
ters on the occasion, the
new Navy chief said he was
honoured to lead the force
at a time when maritime
security challenges conti-
nue to evolve.

“I'm extremely grateful
to have this opportunity to
serve the Indian Navy and
the nation in this capacity.
The Indian Navy stands vi-

Adm. Krishna Swaminathan

with outgoing Navy chief Adm.
Dinesh Kumar Tripathi in New
Delhi. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

gilant to protect national
interests and is actively de-
ployed in a regional securi-
ty environment that re-
mains challenging,
complex, unpredictable
and uncertain,” he said.
Highlighting his priori-
ties as the Chief of the Na-
val Staff, Admiral Swami-
nathan  stressed the
importance of maintaining
the highest standards of
operational readiness and
combat effectiveness. He
said the Navy would conti-

nue its ongoing modernisa-
tion drive while accelerat-
ing the induction of niche
and emerging technologies
to strengthen its operation-
al capabilities. “The Indian
Navy is well set on a course
of capability enhancement
and modernisation. It shall
be my endeavour to sus-
tain the growth momen-
tum, consolidate ongoing
programmes and sharpen
our operational capabili-
ties,” he added.
Commissioned into the
Indian Navy on July 1, 1987,
Admiral Swaminathan is a
Communication and Elec-
tronic Warfare specialist
with nearly four decades of
distinguished service.
During his career, he
has held several key opera-
tional and staff appoint-
ments, including Com-
mander of Western Fleet,
Vice Chief of Naval Staff
and Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief of West-
ern Naval Command, a po-
sition he held prior to
becoming the Navy chief.
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01J6. Admiral Swaminathan takes charge as 27th chief of Navy
vsfaRe Tarfienye & AR & 273 WHE F T A qGHR FHTAT

Admiral Krishna Swaminathan on Sunday assumed charge as the 27th Chief of the Naval
Staff (CNS) of the Indian Navy, succeeding Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi, who retired
after over 41 years of service.

TSTARE FooT FaTHiATYe & IR 1 AR AT & 279 i 36 § Aael F&IE (CNS) F &
H eI THTCT| 3og i1 USFATer foarer FAR Brardy a1 e form, Sir 41 st & 31feres & dar &
STe; HaTfergd Ul

Soon after taking over the command of the maritime force, Admiral Swaminathan reaffirmed

the Navy’'s commitment to protecting national and economic interests amid an increasingly
complex regional security environment.

AL ol I ATl THIAA o I 916 TSR TAHAATY o THIMAR ST gl a1 Fatm
FTATERT & e ISET 3R 3nfHes f&dt $r Ta7 & fow Ataer $r afaeeydr aes|

Speaking to reporters on the occasion, the new Navy chief said he was honoured to lead the
force at a time when maritime security challenges continue to evolve.

9 AT R ITDRT H ST It §T AT AGAT T3 =1 gl foh T/ FHI H 7 F ] d el
ofeh foIT TFAT 1 a1 §, ST9 AT GR&T AT oI sl T 8

“I'm extremely grateful to have this opportunity to serve the Indian Navy and the nation in this
capacity.

50 st A SR ARYAT R Trvg B AT L FT I AT & AT 3reTd I €|
The Indian Navy stands vigilant to protect national interests and is actively deployed in a

regional security environment that remains challenging, complex, unpredictable and
uncertain,” he said.

3Riel g, “HRT AT TS il BT 36T o forw Tereh & 31 T a¥=iy et arareRor &

ISR T & FATel &, ST GoAqo, ST, ITeaniRcT 3R HfARee sem gam g1”

Highlighting his priorities as the Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Swaminathan stressed the
importance of maintaining the highest standards of operational readiness and combat
effectiveness.

inwafmamma:mﬁmmﬁaﬁmﬁmmgwﬁwmmﬁ
aRETelel T 3R ereh &TAT o STedd Hisleh! I TATT TWel o Hged W SN ferm|

He said the Navy would continue its ongoing modernisation drive while accelerating the
induction of niche and emerging technologies to strengthen its operational capabilities.

3egiet ohgl Toh AT 3T9eT TR &THT3 T HTG et o TeTT JMerferior JTTATT T STRY
@ 3R faRy qour 3R Wigafafaat s ash & anfae wf

“The Indian Navy is well set on a course of capability enhancement and modernisation.

"R FAHAT &TAT Fefer I 3y foehianior & ARl WX 318! ave 39 96 W ¢

It shall be my endeavour to sustain the growth momentum, consolidate ongoing programmes
and sharpen our operational capabilities,” he added.

3TBIot heT, ‘AN AT Tga Tk Taehrer bt a1fdl &l S=TT T@T ST, Tol T hTAshAT Sl AT fonar
ST 3R gARY gRETersT &7 dan3it & 3R det farar sre )

Commissioned into the Indian Navy on July 1, 1987, Admiral Swaminathan is a
Communication and Electronic Warfare specialist with nearly four decades of
distinguished service.

1 el 1987 T HREAT AT 3 HAIRIT e Fal dTel TSTATST TATHIATY SITSIT TR =M
1 fafrse AaT atel ¥aR AR gFeifas Jau fFdwa &

During his career, he has held several key operational and staff appointments, including
Commander of Western Fleet, Vice Chief of Naval Staff and Flag Officer Commanding-
in-Chief of Western Naval Command, a position he held prior to becoming the Navy chief.
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01J6 | The prisoner who builds his own cell

aE Hdl ST 3gelt § Pl FATAT &

The prisoner who builds
his own cell

Cave grows grander. yet Man Midas does not realise he is wearing golden handcuffs; he earns,
spends more; in the endless game of lifestyle upgrades, he stops living, begins merely maintaining

GOLDEN HANDCUFFS

Vaishali R. Venkat

ays pass, but
Man Midas nev-
er finds peace.
The cave's
grandeur that once was his
pride, fills him with dread.
What was once a dream
has transformed into abur-
den he can no longer carry
easily. Every possession
needs upkeep, every up-
grade adds another brick
to the invisible walls trap-
ping him inside and every
sunrise carries an anxiety:
what if it all collapses? Mi-
das runs harder simply to
stand in the same place.
After observing Midas in
silence, Alien Aurum turns
to Monk Moneywise and
murmurs, “Midas no lon-
ger builds a life. He looks
like a prisoner, trapped in-
side the very cage he built.”
Monk Moneywise nods,
“True Aurum, the trap be-
gins when humans expand
standard of living, blurring
the line between need and
luxury. Extravagance be-
comes ordinary and op-
tions necessities. A cycle
turns into a bike which
evolves into a small car to
finally mature as a sedan.”
“With each upgrade,
fuel cost, insurance premia
and EMIs multiply quietly.
Bigger homes turn bigger
EMIs, posh schools bring
higher fee, club member-
ships bills, household help
is the norm, foreign holi-
days are rituals. Comfort
slowly hardens into finan-
cial obligation. Though Mi-
das’ income rises, even
one interruption in earn-
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ee

“Humans often stay
trapped in lives that no
longer bring joy because
leaving feels like erasing
every sacrifice once
made to build them™

ings now threatens the en-
tire life built around it.”
Alien Aurum asks in be-
wilderment, "Mr. Money-
wise, if a family of two
needs just a small place to
eat and sleep, why do they
spend entire lives paying
for four or five big rooms?”

Imagined future

Gazing towards the distant
human dwellings, Monk
Moneywise whispers,
“Homes disclose some of
the deepest truths about
human life. Humans build
houses not just for today,
but for imagined futures:
visiting relatives, children
who may settle abroad,
grandchildren who may
never arrive, prestige and
the deep fear of appearing
small before the society.
The tragedy is rarely the
size of the house, but the
weight of the imagined fu-
ture they purchase along
with it

Alien Aurum interrupts,

eight of the i d
future?”

Nodding gently, the
monk explains, “Humans
spend decades buying a
house believing one day
they will finally be relieved
of monthly rental burdens.
Yet, the irony shows itself
years later. For instance, in
the gated communities.

=4

ee

“Whether apartment is
lived in or empty sans
tenants, maintenance
costs keep rising every
month, often running
into several thousands.”

Even after fully owning the
flat, charges never truly
stop. Whether the apart-
ment is lived in, locked for
months, or empty without
tenants for years, mainte-
nance charges continue ar-
riving month on month, of-
ten running into several
thousands. The tragedy
deepens further with age.”

Alien Aurum cuts in and
asks Monk Moneywise,
“The tragedy deepens with
age? How?"

Mr. Moneywise conti-
nues, “Aurum, many elder-
ly residents no longer regu-
larly use the swimming
pools, clubhouses or luxu-
ry amenities they once
proudly paid for, yet the
maintenance charges nev-
er disappear. During sala-
ried years, these costs ap-
pear harmless. But after
retirement, the shock slow-
ly emerges. They now have
to keep paying significant
money monthly simply to
continue living inside a
house they already fully
own but not fully use.”

Buried exhaustion

Years of buried exhaustion
suddenly erupt through
Midas. “Enough of your
theories and sermons! It’s
been years of struggle and
do you know what all 1
have sacrificed to build all
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these? Missed family mo-
ments, sleepless nights,
health slowly breaking
down, dreams postponed
and what not. It's easy for
you to mock me. But how
can [ simply walk away? If [
let go of this life, then what
is all that pain even for? Ev-
ery sleepless night and ev-
ery sacrifice goes into bins?
We cannot bleed for so-
mething our entire lives
and then simply let it go."
Now Master Time inter-
rupts saying, "That pain
you cannot let go of, Mi-
das, has a name. Behaviou-
ral economists call it the
sunk-cost fallacy: humans
often stay trapped in lives
that no longer bring joy be-
cause leaving feels like
erasing every sacrifice
once made to build them.”

Crucial questions
Time's voice echoes across
the silent valley, “Before
every upgrade ask your-
self: Can I sustain this if my
income falls? Will this mat-
ter to me ten years from
now? Am [ buying this for
need or status? What are
the recurring charges even
after the excitement fades?
Am I buying for the pre-
sent life or the imagined fu-
ture? Am I here because 1
want this life, or because
leaving it now feels too
costly? If Midas had asked
these questions before ev-
ery purchase, he would
have built a life not a cage
and the golden handcuffs
would never have found a
wrist to bind itself upon.”

(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certified Wealth
Manager and certified in
NISM’s  Research Analyst
module)
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01J6. The prisoner who builds his own cell

a8 Hdl S 3Tl § Frod FATAT

Cave grows grander, yet Man Midas does not realise he is wearing golden handcuffs.

T[T 37 il STl &, O ot AT AT T8 1€t TaeT Uil 1o 38T Tl T gYhisal ugeT Tl &
He earns, spends more; in the endless game of lifestyle upgrades, he stops living, begins
merely maintaining.

g TR FATAT E, TH T FIAT §; SaALNH T AR JgaR TATel oh 3T Wl I Ig ST
OIS 3T & 3R haol a7 W & ofeT AT |

Days pass, but Man Midas never finds peace.

feet draa Ira 8, aifenet #e1 s &1 it enfa 16T HerdT|

The cave's grandeur that once was his pride, fills him with dread.

T[T &Y ST, ST Faft 3Tt 919 oY, 319 3/ HT F SR

What was once a dream has transformed into a burden he can no longer carry easily.

S T Ueh UL AT, I8 379 VAT 1S a1 9T § T 98 T ¥ 33T AET FehTl

Every possession needs upkeep, every upgrade adds another brick to the invisible walls
trapping him inside and every sunrise carries an anxiety: what if it all collapses?

B T T ST T HALTSHAT Bk §, B AT SoeTeT 38 s o AT 31GT St # T 3R
ST 313 3aT & 3R §Y gUfea Ues fRidT olend 31T §: 39K IE | &g 1T Al 77 T2

Midas runs harder simply to stand in the same place.
THSI shael 38T TATH UT §oF 6o & fov 3 O Aerar g1

After observing Midas in silence, Alien Aurum tumns to Monk Moneywise and murmurs,
“Midas no longer builds a life. He looks like a prisoner, trapped inside the very cage he built.”

TASTH &1 AT ST & STe, Tfade AR o Hid FAAlargsr 1 3R s e, ‘A 379 Shaer
oTET 9T TET| I Teh el I fo@dm §, S 3 ISR & ol @ ford 38 T a1

Monk Moneywise nods, “True Aurum, the trap begins when humans expand standard of
living, blurring the line between need and luxury.”

FHieh FHefaTsT A R ferelicl §T g, “Hel el 3TRHA, STl e Y BT ¢ ST SHIeA SAaie] T STl
§U STl 3R FAeRIa ah frer 1 Y efereh i e &1

Extravagance becomes ordinary and options necessities.

Thferardt T &1 ST & 3R fashed HTaRIAHRATT a1 ST &

A cycle turns into a bike which evolves into a small car to finally mature as a sedan.”
aTsfheT S18e H Fealdl &, T BIET B Feld! & 3R 37dd: J81 7 gRafdd & sergl”

“With each upgrade, fuel cost, insurance premia and EMIs multiply quietly.”

‘G SeeTdel o A1Y ST T, AT NAGH 3R STANS JoaT a6 ST 617

“Bigger homes turn bigger EMls, posh schools bring higher fee, club memberships bills,
household help is the norm, foreign holidays are rituals.”

‘TS TR T STANS H ol S §, AL Tl AT B o1 €, Fold HEEAAT el 9T A &,
B Heg HHY g1 STl & 3R fagel gefear v iy &=t el §17

“Comfort slowly hardens into financial obligation.”

“giarem - 3fien aregdn & aee S g1

“Though Midas’ income rises, even one interruption in earnings now threatens the entire life
built around it.”

“glelifeh TASTH T 3T el B, ofehel 31a HATS H Teh BIET Tohrac o 3HSb T SiIded A AR #
3T ST g1
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e Alien Aurum asks in bewilderment, "Mr. Moneywise, if a family of two needs just a small place
to eat and sleep, why do they spend entire lives paying for four or five big rooms?”

Tt 3R = 3MRwd & Yo, “TAEeX Hellargst, Ife ar olei & IRaR &l shdel @it 3R A &
T weh BIET S1Tg =R, Al @ TR AT I 93 o o forw g oieaf sperairer st et §72”

Imagined future

Ffead sifdsy

e Gazing towards the distant human dwellings, Monk Moneywise whispers, “Homes disclose
some of the deepest truths about human life.”

q{ﬁmmm@rwa@ﬁgmmﬁmﬁwﬁg@m, “EX AT Sael & FS
Y I AT Tehe HId &7
e “Humans build houses not just for today, but for imagined futures.”

“HeTSg TR halel 31T & ToIT o181 afesh icud sifasa & fore s=1rd €17

o “Visiting relatives, children who may settle abroad, grandchildren who may never arrive,
prestige and the deep fear of appearing small before the society.”

“3MTeY ATl RRAGR, [T & S0 aTel 9=, 2MIE Y o 37T aTel Qia-uiaa, Ffaser 3 9@ &
HTHA BT eEa T I8 97T |

e “The tragedy is rarely the size of the house, but the weight of the imagined future they
purchase along with it.”

“ATECT AT &T HIT B8R o HTHR H iclT &, TToh 39 Hhicdd ATAST & ST H gidl ¢ ore I 3T
ey Tled §1”

e Alien Aurum interrupts, “Weight of the imagined future?”
TforeT 3iRA g & el Uzl “eicad HfasT 1 SisT?”

¢ Nodding gently, the monk explains, “Humans spend decades buying a house believing one
day they will finally be relieved of monthly rental burdens.”

Wﬁﬁ?%ﬂﬁg@%ﬁm, “HeIg Ig TIeIeh{ GRIehT eh BX T d ¢ o T feaa @
ATTAh foRTT & SgT & FHerd g STt |”
o “Yet, the irony shows itself years later.”
“oifeheT auT aTG;, TISEAT T AT &1
e “Forinstance, in the gated communities.”
“3ETERUT & ToIY, 3¢S hegfarcist H|"
o “Even after fully owning the flat, charges never truly stop.”

“TFIC o1 U1 AT TRl & aTe; i T aread # &8l gATed =781 gl |”

o “Whether the apartment is lived in, locked for months, or empty without tenants for years,
maintenance charges continue arriving month on month, often running into several
thousands.”

g HATEAT H AT I, HENAT eh 5 I AT AN ofoh 1T FRAER o Wiell g, HTd Yoeh &<
FHEHeT AT Tl &, ST 376 §oIRT 39 eh 95l ST &1

e “The tragedy deepens further with age.”
“3H 9G1 & TTY TE AT 3R I & AT E

e Alien Aurum cuts in and asks Monk Moneywise, “The tragedy deepens with age? How?”
mmﬁmﬁm@mm@w, ‘37 & AT ATHET IR I 8 ST 82
W”

e Mr. Moneywise continues, “Aurum, many elderly residents no longer regularly use the
swimming pools, clubhouses or luxury amenities they once proudly paid for, yet the
maintenance charges never disappear.”

TAEeT HeliaTgSt o1 31M9Y g, “3RA, S JoJ91 AR 319 3o [Eafdar qail, Fore gT38T AT
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femfaarot graensit 1 3uhT AT €9 & 7t e fSeteh v Segiat el a1d & $farctret
foram &, iR off Feiw yrea e oo 77t gra |’

“During salaried years, these costs appear harmless.”

‘AT &5 vt 3 & @ A e &

“But after retirement, the shock slowly emerges.”

“oAfehat Qarfaghr & are €R-4N sreahr A=t AT gl

“They now have to keep paying significant money monthly simply to continue living inside a
house they already fully own but not fully use.”

"3 376 X AEIeT F91 AT sheel 38 TR H gt & TAT Fehrelt usell &, Forgent & qof Fanfdiea w@d
¢ oifehet Tl g 39T 7T A 1’

Buried exhaustion

gl g% gehre

Years of buried exhaustion suddenly erupt through Midas.

oot 1 gt g3 HehreT 3raTereh fASRT & il & e s B

“Enough of your theories and sermons!”

“JFeR el AR 3uel & 319 sget & aram”

“It's been years of struggle and do you know what all | have sacrificed to build all these?”
“Tg Nt 1 FEY § 3R FA7 T STTd &Y % T8 T aTa) & forw Ay srar-aram sfcrerer few 82

“Missed family moments, sleepless nights, health slowly breaking down, dreams postponed
and what not.”

“ARER & A1 G T, T ofie i e, dR-eR {arselt A, cord auat 3R o STe) rar-arar
“It's easy for you to mock me.”

“FFeR T A1 Fare 331 3T 1

“But how can | simply walk away?”

“If I let go of this life, then what is all that pain even for?”

“HIR H 38 el Y Bl g, Al Th 38 R & 7 &7:4T 37 T§ Seam?”

“Every sleepless night and every sacrifice goes into bins?”

“We cannot bleed for something our entire lives and then simply let it go."

g Y Tty el eior 35 fove w31 R 3 4 & B8 &, T e A R

Now Master Time interrupts saying, "That pain you cannot let go of, Midas, has a name.”
3 ARET A T A el §C Fed &, “TASTH, 3H & T Ueh 1A & T8 TH oI5 7 & &1

“Behavioural economists call it the sunk-cost fallacy: humans often stay trapped in lives that
no longer bring joy because leaving feels like erasing every sacrifice once made to build
them.”

TR JTTATE W ‘Teh-hIEc Biol’ HEd & STTT 3FE W Siiaed H $F Ed & o 37
RN A€ ST, Fifeh 30 BISAT 37 Tl STt 1 fAer S SIar 9T & St 38 a1 7 fohe 1w
qp

Crucial questions

HEcaqor Rl

Time's voice echoes across the silent valley, “Before every upgrade ask yourself: Can |
sustain this if my income falls?”
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QAT ETET H TISH T JTATST el §, ‘B Sealdel U Ugel TaT A Yo Afe A 3T A 81 S0 At
T H Y FATT TG Hehell §7”
“Will this matter to me ten years from now?”
‘T g &8 el 16 31 I FoIT Ay I@am?”
“Am | buying this for need or status?”
FT H 58 SR & fv @lie g1 g a1 gfarser & fere?”
“What are the recurring charges even after the excitement fades?”
“ICHTE WA 8l & a1¢, T TR-IR 37T aTel &I FAT8?”
“Am | buying for the present life or the imagined future?”
T H I Sfiae & TIT Tlie TgT § A1 hfeud siasy & faw?”
“Am | here because | want this life, or because leaving it now feels too costly?”
%-?u

“If Midas had asked these questions before every purchase, he would have built a life not a
cage and the golden handcuffs would never have found a wrist to bind itself upon.”

“gie; AT = g7 TUSRT & Tgel A Y9l IS 8lct, Al 6 Teh Sitdet SaTrelr, ISR a7éT, 3K |iet &
GUHTSTT T FT IS el w761 (eI T o 3 Ge, 1 S1er Heh |”
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